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. Gentlemen, WS” ng | 
He following Treatiſe was gceafiond byte great ana. Juſt Complaints 
- made by you, of the Additional duty. that was taid upom your Pro- 
duft, and” fell upon your 1.abour and. Inguſtry, (the ;defpgn'd by the Par- 
liament ro have bee» puial by the Gonſumptioner,s :at that rime the  [1- 
vention of maſt Men wort as wark-( eiptciatly theſe that' bas any dealing 
with you, and a ſenſe of your ſufferings) to contrive a Mehed whereby re- 
Vef might bave been given to you uhat are-the beſt Employ'd hands for the 
Enriching and ſupporting this Nation. ED 
\ After much time had been Spent 55h endeavouring the taking off the Due 
ty, anifotnd'that no "Appunzemts pereyprevalent, and almoſt all People 
deiþairzng of Relief,, then Col. Waldroud, my felf, and otbers, with n» 
[mall pains, nor Hitrl? Charge, tonixi/ved( as we thoaght.) a Method,. that 
might not only Þave Inid the Dy ou.ahe Conſumptioner, but alſo might 
hav relievtdydh from theConplaines of thoſe, that dogs charge you. Wit: 
being'gyeat' Dobrors, ind rouve Enabled every Planter £o.make be beſt 
Advantage of their Plantations, Jappiieg them. with Montes, 4t the 


Common 


' Co mon Intereſt of the Colonies , by preventing numormm Sellers, ne- 
ceſſitous and Tenorant Sales. * _ 

And that this might run through the moſt ftrifteft Examination be- 
fore it ſhould have been allowed of, We propoſed that hu Late Majeſty 
and Privy-Council might have the firſt view of it, that they might be 
ſatisfied it did not leſſen bs Majeſties Revenue, and that We might have 
his Majeſties leave to propoſe it to the Aſſemblies of every /ndjviaualCol- 
lony, and if they did approve of it, and Petitijon*d his Majelty for the 
Incorporating ſuch Socictics, that then we'and our Friends might be In. 
rereſted in it. . | 

But this meeting with Oppoſition, occaffoned a Hearing before his Ma- 
jeſty and the Lords of hs Privy-Council, and after they were ſatisfied 
it djd not leſſen bs Majeſties Revenue : Our great debate with the 
Oppoſers was about his Majeſties giving. leave for the ſending of it to the 
Collonies for them to Try and Examine it ; Hu Majeſty was pleaſed to 
declare, that he could not underſtand any reaſon could be given why they 
might not have a fight of it, for he thought Barbado's beſt knew what 
Barbado's wazted : I believe none will deny bur:that it met withy a Ge- 
zeral Approbation of all the Lords of th: Countil, except>y-Lord Chan- 
cellour, of whom I was Informed by a Friend, ( but at that time an 
Oppoſer of this deſign ) that he mas our Enemy, and Accordingly We 
found him. | 

Soornr after this hearing, the Government began to be nneaſy, and 
holding it nos proper for a matter of this Nature, to be further proceed- 
ed on, under an Unſetled Government. I rather choſe to be Silent, and 
to btar ſuch Reflefions that was made by thoſe that were Totally Tgno- 
' rant of the Method of our Undertaking, though Frejudiciall to my par- 
ticular Intereft, then to Expoſe it 19 view, before I ſaw the Govetnment 
in a Temper to (onfider of Trade, and the great benefit you are to 
this Nation. | 

Therefore I have now Expoſed it for your view, that you may be 
Tudges whether it might have been, . or may be Serviceable to. you, and 
whether our requeſt of ſending it to you was unreaſonable. 

You will find by this Treatiſe ( 4s 1 humbly conceive ) that ' our 
deſign would at leaſt have raiſed the value of your Goods to the price 
” bore before the Additional Duty was laid, and it was. allowed at 
that Hearing by the Oppoſers, that it would-raiſe at leaſt -Tpenty per 
Cent. Onr Method was to have had. all your Goods that came.to Eng: 
an 


land brought to one Body of Men, which we cald « Common FaQory, 
and they conftantly* to: be choſen by you in your Aſſemblies, and rhey 
to have been Accountable to every Conſigner for the Nett proceed of 
every parcell of Gooas Sold, for which your Charge was mot to exceed 
what you now pay + The other part of our deſign was to Frift a Com» 
Jany, ſeparate from the Common Factory, which ſbon/d bave fuſfici» 
ent Funds in each Colleny, to lend what Afonies you had —_—_ of, 
you giving Security 07 Lands or Goods, and if they did rot lend it, 
on demand, they were to forfeit to the Borrower conſiderable for every 
hundred Pound demanded, the Lands or Goods being valued by Sworn 
Appraiſers, what was lent was to bs continued during your Pleaſure, 
you paying your Intereft when due, and you had Power topay it in, when 
you pleaſed, and they obliged to lend too at leaſt one half value of Land, 
or Goods, and you not to have been confined to have borrowed it of 
them, but where elſe < 64 pleaſed, ſo that this Company might have beer - 
Serviceable, but conld not have been hurtfull, © for they were bound to 

Obey, and had no Power to Command. 

7: make it next to Impoſſibility, that the Government ſhould ever 
be Impoſed on, to permit any Laws or Deſigns of any Perſons whatſ9- 
ever, let their pretences be ever ſo fecious take efitt, untill the Col 
lonies by their Aſſembly were Conſulted with : I have to the beſk of my- 
knowledge given a True and Yuſt P*ceount of what Import, you are to 
this Nation, by Encreaſing of Navigation, conſuming the Woollen- 
ManufaQory, of all ſorts of Apparel, Houſhold-Goods, &c. that are 
made in England, and that which was formerly Forreign Commodi- 
ties, and coſt us Conſidgrable- yearly, by your Induſtry, 1s become Na- 
tive, the Nation freed from that Charge, and the Conſumptioner 
ſaves at leaſt one half of his Expence for the like quantity , Beſides the 
great Advantage this Nation receives by yowr Goods Exported, be- 
ing. over and above our Conſumption And Lajily, all the Riches you © 
get in the Indies by your great Care, Labour, and Induſtry, is brought 
ro England, and here jt Centers, 

If you will be pleaſed to re:tify my Erronrs, that I through Ignorance 
may have Committed, that onr Legillators may be more fally ſatisfy'd, 
that you are and ever muſt be Engliſh-Men, and that you, are much 
more beneficially Employed there, for the Benefit of this Nation, than 
any the like Number 1n England, that every hardſhip that 15 put upers 
you, that makes your Goods dearer in Forreign Markets, or leſſens the + 
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Conſumption in England, is a lefſening-t8 the T rade of England, 41d 
conſequently prejudicial* toevery Subjelt 1 England: avd if this ſmall 

_ Treatiſe, meets: with your" kind Acceptance, 1 ſhall think my ſelf very 
ha aud ſhall always be ready to demonſtrate, that I am your Well 
mWiſher, and ed 


Gentlemen, 


Your Moſt Humble and 
Faithfull Servant. 
Dalby Thomas, 
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24 Here is nothing more frequent amongſt the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind than is the drawing wrong Con- 
cluſions from right Premiſes, whereby the: moſt con- 
ciſe and trueſt Maxims and ſayings that wiſe Men 
e upon ſolid thinking have contriv'd to guide us like 
£. Landmarks in the ſearch- of Truth, are perverted 
by wrong Applications to drown our Uncerſtandings 
in the Gulph of Errour. 

Thus becauſe Truth it ſelf is not truer, than that People are the 
Wealth of a Nation, thoſe who have not time, experience, and skill, 
to examine the Fond of that undeniable verity, tho' in other things 
Men of Excellent Underſtandings are apt to inferr, that all who ſet 
foot out of the Kingdom are in ſome degree a diminution of its 
Wealth, and thence take for granted that the American Collonies oc- 
caſion the decay both of the People and Riches of the Nation, when 
upon a thorough Examination nothing can appear more Erroneous, 
as I doubt not to make plain to every man, tho' my principal deſign 
is to convince the Nohility and Gentry of the Kingdom, who being 
the Contrivers of our Statutes and moſt concern'd for the Preſervation 
of its Grandeur ought rightly to be Inform'd, for fear our Laws in 


time take a contrary Byaſs to our Trade and Navigation, which are® 


undeniably our Glory and Strength, as well as the only Fountain of 


our Riches. 
To make this point clear it is neceffary to Conlider and Examine 
Four things, 
1. What-is Real Wealth : 
2. What is Imaginary Wealth: 
3. How theſe are acquir'd: 
4. How they may be lolt. 


('2) 

To diſtinguiſh rightly in theſe points we muſt conſider Money as 
the leaft part of the Wealth of any Nation, and think of it only as a 
Scale to weigh one thing againſt another, Or as Counters to reckon 
Riches by, or as a pawn of Intrinſique value to depolſite jn lieu of any 
neceſſary whatſoever. 

True, Solid, and real Wealth- therefore in reſpc@ to the Nation is 
the Land, and what is upon or under its furtace, as uſefull Buildings, 
Trees, Quarries, Mines, Cc. 

Thus by a good Computation made by Sir Wilkam Tetty, which we 
will take for granted till there appears a better, We may reckon, the 
preſent Rent of Land and Houſes to-be i 0000000!). per Amum, which 
at 20 years purchaſe amounts to 2co000000/, | 

The People of this Nation conſume Annually in neceſſary Meat, 
Drink and Cloaths, computed from their Numbers, manner of Living, 
and uſuall price Current of things about 505000001. Annually, which 
is about 6; 10s. a Head. | 

The Imaginary Wealth therefore of the Nation which conſiſts in 
Eabour, Trade, and Negotiation, is four times as much as the Reall, 
And Preſerved in its natural Channels, is to be reduced to the. ſame 
Value in Purchaſe as Land ; whereby we may allow, that the Intrinſick 
worth of. the People and Kingdom as they now ſtand together, is 
I 000009000l | 

The Money in Species of the Nation, tho* the Scale by which the 
whole is valued and weighed, amounts not to 6000000). 

Now ſuchas do account the Lands and Buildings of theNation more 
valuable, becauſe Real, then the Negotiation, becaufe Accidentall and 
Imaginary, will find themſelves miſtaken, ſince Lands and Houſes 
without People are of no value at all, and to a Naked, and uninduſtri- 
ous Nation very little more, ſo that Labour, Invention, Trade, and 
Negotiation, are the only Cauſes of as well as Supports to that we 
call Riches, 

This is ſo ſelf-Evident that it will be fuperfluous to Illuftrate it by 
many examples or Compariſons between Civil and Barbarous Coun- 
trys. 

"Therefore we muſt Conſider, that when it is ſaid, People are the 
Wealth of a Nation, It is only meant, Laborious and Induſtrious Peo- 
ple,. and not ſuch asare wholly unemploy'd, as Gentry, Clergy, Law- 
yers, Servingmen, and Beggars, &c. Or which. is worſe, Employ'd 
only in- diſturbing the Induſtrious and Laborious, as Pettifoggers, 
Informers, Catchpoles and Theeves ; And tho” the firſt ſorts may 
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be neceſſary, 8s harmleſs Spurs to Conſumption, Learning or Ve. - 
'tue, or as objedts of the good will, mutuall Love, Pitty and Compaſſinn 
"of Humane Nature, as well as Increaſers of the Numbers by Chil:!ren, 
yet the fewer ſuch the better, whereas the laſt ſhould by all [mayinary 
ways be diſcouraged, tam'd or deſtroy'd as the worſt of Vermine in a 
well-Govern'd Common- wealth. 

We muſt likewiſe conſider, that the value of every thing uſefull to 
the neceſſities, Luxuries, or Vanities of Life, is meaſured by the Indu- 
ſtry and Labour either of Body or Mind, which, is neceſſary to their 
Acquirement, whereby things of little or no price in one Country, by 
the time ſpent, Labour and hazard of thoſe which carry them to Ano« 
ther become dear. 

From all which it is plain that only Induſtrious and Laborious Peo« 
ple are the Riches of any Nation, And it will as naturally follow, that 
theſe Laborious or Induſtrious which Employ their Tallents tro moſt 
" Advantage, are of moſt value to ſuch Nation. 

And tho? a Man whoſe skill amouats to no more than to Earn 34. a 
Day by his continuall Labour, can no ways add toythe Wealth of a 
Kingdom like Ours, becauſe it will not fuppiyf his neceſſary Con- 
ſumption, yet ſuch a Man is a leſs burthen to it than one totally [dle, 
and may Increaſe the number by Children. 

So again, One that conſtantly by his Labour can Earn 64. a Day only, 
and Conſumes juſt ſo much, as he is not Advantageons to the Nations 
Wealth, ſo heis no Burthen neither, and occalions its Increaſe. 

But that Man who by Induſtry and Labour not only maintains him- 
ſelf and Family, but makes himſelf Rich, is to the proportion of 
his Wealth juſt ſo much Addition to the Intrinſique valne of the King- 
dom. 

I have the more Enlarged npon this head;that I might lead the mind 
of the Reader by a naturall Chain of Conſequences rightly to under- 
ſtand the true Original and Everlaſting ſupport of Wealth, which is 
"nothing elſe but Labour. 

As. for ſuch, Perſons who by the faculties of the mind only acquire 
Riches to themſelves, as:Soldicrs, Lawyers, Divines,Bankers,Retailers, 
'Viauallers, &c. They tho? neceflary Callings, are no Inereaſers of the 
Nations Wealth, nor is the Kingdom more rich by the FluQtuating and 
Circulation of Money among ſuch than one of them would be by put- 
ting his Money out of one Cheſt into another, or ſhifting it from one 
pocket to another. 


But where Soldiery becomes the Trade of a People, as among the 
B 2 Switzers 
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Switzers and Scots It is, who ſerve abroad for money, and brings it 
home to purchaſe Lands there,” it is of equall benefit to any other La-. 
bour, by Increaſing the Rates and value of the reall Wealth of thoſe 
Countries, which as amongſt all other Civill Nations is Land and 
Houſes. 

I doubt not but the Reader by this time will perceive, that in what 
way ſoever a Man Employs his Labour and Induſtry either-at home or 
abroad, ſo that at laſt he Increaſes the value of the Real Wealth of the 
Nation, he is in the proportion of ſuch Increaſe a benefit thereunto. 

And on the Contrary, he that Labonrs not at all, or ſo much: as not 
to Increaſe the Intrinſick value of his Countrey, is juſt good for 
Nothing. 

To leave this Truth plain beyond diſpute, I beg the doubter but to 
Conſider, that if all the Laborious People of the Kingdom left work- 
ing, and were to live upon the naturall produce of it, to be diſtribu- 
ted to them in equall proportions by way . of Charity, as Pariſh-poor 
and Beggars are now ſupported, how long it would be b:fore the Na- 
\ tion became necellitous, Naked and Starving, and. Conſequently the 
Land and Houſes worth nothing. * | 

A ſhort Reflexion would make him ſenſible that a very few years of 
Itlenefs would Compleat the matter, whence he can no longer, doubt, 
but that Labour and Induſtry rightly apply?d, is the Sole cauſe of the 
Wealth of a Nation, that Money is only the Scales or Touchſtone to 
weigh or value things by : And that Land it ſelf would yield no Rent 
but as Labour Employ 'd for the ſupport of, Luxuries, as well as neceſ- 
ities, did find a due Incouragement and Increaſe. 

In ſhort it is plain hereby, 

1. That Reall Wealth is Land and Houſes ; 

2. That Imaginary Wealth is the Laborious People. 

3: That the Realland Imaginary Wealth both Increaſe only, as In- 
duftry is rightly apply'd by great Numbers of Laborious People : And 
not by Increaſe of People'only. | | bes 

4. And the Increaſe of People willfully or- Aocgdentally,1dle,. is ſo 
far from being National Riches, that it is:the ſureſt and ſpeedieſt way 
to Inevitable Poverty, Famine and Nakedneſs, and muſt decay the va- 
lue as well of the Reall as Imaginary Wealth of the Nation, propor- 
tionably to the decay of Induſtry. | 

Thus Civil Wars, Diſorders, and Changes in the . Government of 
Nations, by the many which become Soldiers, -and. others, that ceaſe 
Labouring in their Trades and Induſtry, for want of ſecurity, = 
WY 


(5). 
ſibly impoveriſh Countries, much more than thoſe flain in ſuch Chan- 
ges do; By reaſon that thoſe that dye, as they add nothing, do con- 
ſume nothing in the Common-wealth ;- whereas the Idle Living, add 
nothing, and conſume mnch to its Deſtruttion. 

I-fhall ſay no more tnerefore on this Subject, but haſten to the Con- 
ſideration of which hands are beſt Employ*d to the Advantage of the 
Wealth of this Kingdom, as our Trade and Negociation now ſtand. 

Firſt then, the Premiſles conſider'd we may lay down as an unde- 
niable Verity, That thoſe Men who add moſt by their Labour to the 
lacreaſe of the [ntrinſick Wealth of the Nation, cither Reall or Ima- 
ginary, and Conſume leaſt, are belt Employ 'd. 

* Again, on the Contrary, thoſe that Coniume moſt and add leaſt, 
are worſt Imploy d. 

Now it will be Impoſſible in the ſhort method t deſign, to Enume- 
rate afd clearly diſtinguiſh betweerrevery Sort of Employment, where- 
fore 1 ſhall content my ſelf: oaly to hint-at ſome few ways wherein 
rhen ſeem to do little, and yet are well employ'd, And others wherein 
they ate very buſy-and Laborious to lictle or no purpoſe. 

To'begin then as nature did in the Cultivators of Land and Con- 
ductors of Cattle. | 

The Husbandmans Life not only ſeems but is extreamly - Carefull, 
Laborious and Painfull : The Grafier and Shepheards on the Contrary, 
:both ſeems-and is a very Careleſs quiet and eaſy- way of. ſpending 
time. 

Yet tho” the firſt ſort are uſually paid moſt wages, and conſequent- 
ly can afford and do conſume moſt upon themſelves, the laſt notwith- 
-" ſtanding are of much more value to the Comonwealth. 

;* For 200, Sheep or 20. Cows require: but 40: Acres of good Land, 
arid one mans eaſy Care for a years paſture, the profit of which by the 
Increaſe of Lambs, Calves, Wooll, Butter, Cheeſe, &c. Andxhe Meli- 
orating the Wooll by Manufactere, is of four times at -leaſt- more ad- 
vantage to the Comonwealth, then the ſame number of Acres imploy'd 
in Tillage, which requires the conſtant Drudgery of two men and four 
2 *horfes at leaſt ; beſides that the greateſt part of what is- produced: by 
"Tillage is conſumed iu the: Nation: whereas Manufactured Wooll 
from Sheep, Tallow; Leather, Shoos, Butter, Cheeſe, Salt, Beef, and 
- many other things, ariling from paſture, are- Staple Comodities for 
Tranſportation, which fetci: us back Silver, Gold, and foreign goods, 
---uſefall t6'the Ornament and Pleaſure, if not neceſſities of Life : ] muſt 
"affirm, the Comodiry ' which is Tranſported is the only true —_— 
| af; 


(6) 
of Natronall Strength and Wealth, and that' fort of Reformers who 
would have nothing -made, 'ns'd, or conſumed, but what. Nature ab. 
ſolutely requires, are but ſhort-ſighted and narrow thinkersas well jn 
Politicks as Religion : And tho? they may adora their opinions ang 
- Arguments with the names of Lycargus, Cato, and other Sour-Reza. 
ſoners, yet all their Diſcourſes tend to no more but to reduce Man. 
kind back to be Sheep-skin-Wearers,  Acorn-Eaters, and water. 
Drinkers : again, The bountifull God of nature, ſupplying every 
Country of the World with what is fully ſufficient to ſuſtain Life. 

Therefore-to ſay, as many are apt to do, that England can live of it 
ſelf without the aſſiſtance of any Forreign Nation, is to give it not 
the leaſt Commendation beyond any other Country : but toſay, and 
that truly, that England by the Induſtry of its Inhabitants imploy'd in 
"Shipping, Plantations, Mines, Maopufactures, Paſtures and Tillage, 
doth not only abound in all ſorts of Commodities, as Native Meat, 
Drink, Cloaths, Houſes and Coaches,. fit for the neceſlities, Eaſe, and 
"Ornaments of Life, but ca outvy moſt Nations of the World for the 
vaſt plenty in varieties of Wines, Spices, Drugs, Fruits, Silks, Pi- 
tures, Muſick, Silver, Gold, Precious Stones, and all other the ſup- 
ports of Grandeur and Delight, That is to ſpeak it, a truly Civiliz'd 
and Glorious Nation indeed. 

And tho? ſome Men thro? falſe and envious Opticks look upon theſe 
things as baits to Vice, and occaſions. of Effeminency, if they would 
but impartially examine the truth of matters, they would diſcern them 
to be the true Spurs to Virtue, Valour and the Elevation of the mind, 
as well as the juſt rewards of Induſtry. For, | 

It is certain, upon a right Scrutiny, a man ſhall. inde more prafane- 
neſs, diſhoneſty, Drunkenneſs and Debauchery,praftiſed in naſty Rags, 

 bare-walls and Alchouſes,than in rich Habits, Pallaces,or Taverns ; and 
as Plenty, Splendour, and Grandure, can have no. other. Fountain but 
Wiſdom, Induſtry and good condut ; fo Shabbineſs,  Indigence and 
Conitempt,- rarely ſpring from any thing but Folly, .Idleneſs and Vice : 
And where it happens 'otherways. by - unexpected. Frauds, ſhipwracks, 
* Fires, Inundations or may mes, the ſhame of ſuffering it becomes the 
Nations'teproach, fince the rarity of. theſe Accidents would make the 
Burden which ' Cruſhes 2 particular Scarce- felt. when laid by a right 
"-method'on the Whole Comonwealth, as I ſhall endeavour to make ap- 
pear hereafter, 
Butbefore't return again to theconfideration which part of the pco- 
ple are beſt employ'd for the publick good, I muſt from what is +4 
miſed, 
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miſed, Conclude, that as a!l who are not miſtheivouſty employ'or 
totally Idle, are of ſome Benefit to the Comonwealth, and ſhould find 
due encouragement, fo thoſe ought to he molt protected and leaſt diſ- 
couraged by the Laws whoare molt uſefully buly for the Iacreafing the 
Value of the Real and Imaginary Wealth of the Nation : Thus as I aid 
before, theShepheard and Grazier is to be preferr'd before the Plow - 
man and Thraſher. 

So the Miner is to be preferr*d to the Shtepheard and Grazier, be- 
cauſe all he produces for Tranſportation, is clear Gains to the puh- 
lick, whereas but part of the others doth ſo : The Marriner is to be 
refer'd to the Miner, and the hike to ſuch who Contribute molt to 
orreign Trade, but in England the Merchant-Adventurer is to been- 
couraged and prefer'd before the Marriner, or any other Artiſt, Trade 
or Calling whatſoever : For tho" his labour ſeems a Recreation rather 
than a Toil, and conſiſts chiefl7 ina regular Methodizing of a punctuz 
all Rotation of Credit, and change of Commadities from one place to 
another ; Yet conſidering that the whole produce of Nature and Art 
would be but dead matter without a proper motion to Convey it to 
its true end which is Conſumption : All other Callings receive their 
Vigour, Life, Strength and Increaſe from the Merchant, Commodities 
riſing in Eſteem or Value as they are rightly diſtribated from place to 
place, and looſing their very nature as well as worth, when by over- 
ſtocking the Market they become Contemptible, or periſh for want 
of ule or conſumption: Wherefore our Laws ſhould be fo contriv'd 
as never in the leaſt to diſcourage or check any Conception or Endea- 
your of the Venturing Merchant, to whoſe Extravagant and hazard- 
ous, as well as prudent and cautious uudertaking, this Nation chief- 
ly Ows all its Wealth and Glory: And ir isa mighty pitty that all 
Laws for Cuſtome and Dutyes, as well as for regulating Navigation, 
Ere&ing Companies, Judging Maritine Controverſies, granting Let- 
ters of Mart and Repriſeall, and for Encouraging ManufaQures and 
Societies of Handicrafts, ſhould not firſt be debated, prepar'd and be- 
gun in a great Councell of Trade, to conſiſt of members Eleced-and 
Deputed by every Plantation, Marritime, City, Company, Conſtitu- 
tion and Trade, which would deſire to ſend Members to it: And from 
thence after a free and full examination be repreſented to both Houſes 


of Parliament for their Approbation or Diſlike. Mg 
For Trade is of that Nature, that it requires frequent Praning, ; 
Lopping, and Reſtraining, as well as Cultivating and Cheriſhing, and } 
thrives much better pnder proper and rightly apply'd Reſtrains, Du- | 
we ties, pl ; 
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ties, Taxes and Exciſes, than in a general looſeneſs, which being ſo; 
is it poſſible that a poſitive Tonnage and Poundage like ours ſhould 
hit all Accidents, attend the Changes and Mutations it receives, both 
at Home by the Plenty and Scarcity of our Native Commodities, or 
Abroad by the-like Ebbs and Floods as well as the Laws in Forreign 
Nations made or chang'd concerning it. 

Or how indeed can the Divines, Lawyers, Nobility, and great Gen- 
try of the Kingdom be Nice Judges, and right diſtinguiſhers between 
the Claſhing and Tangling Intereſts of ſo great a Miſtery as Univerſal 
Trade, when few or none of them have ever had the leaſt occaſion to 
Inſpe& or Experiment any part of it. 

The defc& therefore of a free and able Council of Trade in this Na- 
tion, tho? it cannot deſtroy, yet wonderfully retards and hinders the 
Natural and Geavine Increaſe *of Navigation and Merchandife, and 
conſequently of Rents. 

But for want of that, I will preſume to go on in Explaining the 
Right and Wrong Application of Mens Induſtry, as they reſpett in 
generall the Wealth and Grandeur of the Nation, or in particular the 
' Intereſt of Our American Collonies, in many of which I doubt not to 
demonſtrate. One Labouring Man is of more Advantage to England, 
tho? out of it, than any thirty the like kind can be within it. 

To Explain which, 1 will take a ſhort view of our Sugar-Plantations, 
and the nature of that Trade, to whoſe particular advantage and [n- 
terelt after the Kingdoms, I principally ſacrifice my preſent pains. 

I therefore with all Submiſſivenels imaginable, defire Our Legiſla- 
tors to Conlider, 

1. That the greateſt Conſumption of $nzar is made by themſelves, 


and the reſt of the Rich and Opulent People of the Nation, tho? uſefull 


. to all degrees of Men. p 

2. That the quantity of yearly produced within thoſe Sugar Collo- 
nies, is net leſs then 45000 Tons Engliſh Tonnage, each compre- 
hending 201. to tne Ton. 

3- That about the Moicty of that is Conſumed in England 

4. That the Medium of rhe Yalue,ofconfume ] Suyar at: the preſent 
price Currant-is 44. a ponnd. ors 1 ; 

- 5- That the quantity Conſumed 4n the Naticn at that-price amounts 
to 800000, Sterling, and yupwarcs. 

6. That the other Moict7 ſent to Forreign Markets after it has Em- 
plo;* Seamen, and Earn'd Freight, is fold for as much, and conſe- 
quently brings back to the Nation in Money or uſefnil Goods = 

00020! 
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$00000l, which is more than any one other Commodity doth,” 

7. Conſider too, that before Sugars were produced in our own 
Collonies, it bore three times the Price it doth now, fo that by the 
ſame Conſumption, at the ſame price, except we made it our ſelves, 
we ſhould be forced to give in Money, or Moneys worth, as Na- 
tive Commodities and Labour 2400000!. for the Sugar we ſpend, 
or be without it to ſuch a degree of diſadvantage of well Living, as 
that Retrenchment would amount to; We muſt Conſider too, that 
the Spirits ariſing from Mellaſſes which is ſent from the Sugar Col- 
lonies to the other Collonies, and to England, which if all were ſold 
in England and turn'd into Spirits, it would Amount annually to 
above 5<cooool. at half the price the like quantity of Brandy from 
France would coſt, and will yearly Increaſe as Brandics are diſcou- 
raged, and by moſt are held wholſomer for the Body, which is ob- 
ſerved by the long living of thoſe in the Collonies that are great 
Drinkers of Rum, which is the Spirits we make of AMclaſſes, and 
the ſhort living of thoſe that are great Drinkers of Brandy in thoſe 

rts. 

'The [ndico coming thence amounts to 50000. per Am. 

The Logwood for which we formerly paid the Spaniards 1 00. per 
Ton, now comes under 151. and amounts to 1000 Ton Annually. 

The Cotton for which we paid formerly above 1 24, per pound, now 
comes at 5d +5. per poxnd. and amounts- to 1002 Ton per Annum, 
beſides the Hands it Employs in Manufacturing it. 

The Ginger amounts to 4000 Ton per annam, and is not the 
Sixth part in price of what the Nation paid formerly for that 
Commodity, or for Pepper inſtead of it. 

Not to ſpeak of the many Druggs, Woods, Cocoa, Piemonto, and 
Spices, beſides Raw- Hides &c. which comes from thoſe parts, nor of 
the great quantity of the Gold, and Silver we have of the Spaniards 
for Negroes, and Engliſh ManufaQory carryed by our floops from 
eur Collonies to them. 

-So that it is demonſtration, the Nation faves and gains by the 
People Employ*d in thoſe Collonies 400000000). Sterling per An. 

Now. if it be Confider'd that in all thoſe Sygar Collomes there is 
not 600000 white Men Women and Children, it neceſſarily muſt 
follow, that one with another above what they conſume each of 


them Earns for the Publick above 6ol. per ary. 
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Whereas if the Rent be 10020000, 

And the Conſumption 50000000, 

Then by reducing Labour and Conſumption to a proper Bal-! 
lance with the produce of Rents, and ſuppoſing the Imaginary 
Wealth of tiie whole Kingdom to. Increaſe in time of Peace, the 
Tenth part Annnally that will be but four Millions, which does not 
Amount to Twelve Shillings a Head clear Increaſe of Wealth, One 
with another, above neceſlary and conſtant Expences, from which 
it follows beyond Controverſy, that hands Employ'd in tie Sugar- 
Plantations are one with another of 130 times the value to the 
Common-wealth than thoſe which ſtay at home. 

To this I eaſily foreſee will be readily Objeted, for want of 
Conſideration, that thoſe there conſume nothing of Native Com- 
modities, which if they did as theſe do which ſtay at home, their 
Conſumption would amount to 3 gooool. Annually at 6. 10s. od. 
per Head. as afore-ſaid, and would conſequently Increaſe the 
Rents at leaſt a Fourth of that. 

But to this I muſt reminde the Reader that I have demonſtrated, 
that whatever is Conſum'd by Idle Men, can never Increaſe either 
the Reall or Imaginary Wealth of the Nation, and that nothing 
but the Overplus or Conſumption can be reckon'd Additional 
Wealth, which according to our Reaſonable Computation cannot 
be above 25s. a head, one with another, So that if we would grant 
that thoſe in the Collonies did Conſume nothing of our home pro- 
duce,the loſs by want of them here could amount only to 12000094. 
Annually, which is 60co0l, 

But on the contrary, this is ſo far from being true, that one with 
another each White Man, Woman,and Child,reſiding in the Sugar- 
Plantations, occaſions the Conſumption of more of our Native Com- 
modities, and Manufactures then ten at home do. 

This cannot be doubted by thoſe that will Conſider the great 
quantity. of Beef, Pork, Salt, Fiſh, Butter, Cheeſe, Corn and Flow- 
er, as well as Beer, Engliſh-Mum, Syder and Coals, conſtantly ſent 
thither, of which Commodities for the uſe of themſelves 'or Blacks, 
they have little or none of their own produce: Conſider too, that 
all their Powder, Cannon, Swords, Guns, Pikes, and other Wea- 
pons, their Cloaths, Shoes, Stockings, Sadles, 'Bridles, Coaches, 
Beds, Chairs, Stools, Pictures, Clocks, and Watches, their _ 

Brals, 
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Braſs, Copper and Iron Veſlells and Inftruments, their Sail-Cloath, 


and Cordage, of which in their Building, Shipping, Mills, Boyl- 
ing and Diſtilling-Houſes, Field-Labour and Domeſtick uſes, they 
Conſume infinite quantities, all which are made in and ſent from 
England : Not to ſpeak of the great number of Drudging and Sad- 
dle Horſes they take off, as well as of that ſort of People who would 
in their Youth be conſumed. in Idleneſs, or worſe at home, but 
= become uſefull to Increaſe the Nations, Numbers,and Wealth 
th. 

Beſides, it muſt be remembred, that there is in thoſe Collonies 
at leaſt 5 Blacks for one White, ſo that allowing the Whites to be 
60900, the Blacks muſt be 300009, all whoſe Cloaths an4 Euro- 
pean Proviſions coming from England, Increaſes the Conſumption 
of our Native Commoditics and ManufaQtures in a large Propor- 
tion. But the Axes, Hoes, Saws, Rollers, Shovells, Knives, Nails, 
and other Iron Inftruments and Tools as well as the Boylers, Stills, 
and other uſefull Veſſells of Copper, Lead and Pewter, which are 
waſted, Conſumed and Deſtroy'd by the Induſtry and profitable 
Labour of that mighty Number of Slaves, are not eaſily to be Com- 
puted, but mult plainly and beyond all Contradidtian be of great 
Advantage to the Nation as well as to thoſe Induſtrious People 
Employ*d at home in making them, 

If theſe things with the vaſt quantity of Shipping that thoſe Col- 
lonies Employ, be.in the leaſt reflefted on, it will open the Eyes of 
the ntoſt unexperienced Perſon in the Trade, todiſcern the mighty 
advantage the Nation receives from thoſe People which go to thoſe 
Collonies, and the great Obligation there lyes upon our Legiſla- 
tors to Study their due Improvement, fafety and Increaſe. 

For beſides all the benefits demonſtrably coming tothe Nation as 
aforeſaid, They are in ſome kind Maritime Armies, ever ready not 
only to Defend themſelves but to pnnift the Exorvitances, T1- 
croachments, Piracies, and Depradations of any Inſulting Neigh- 
bouring Nation; Nor is it to be imagin'd in what Awe thoſe Col- 
lonies rightly managed might keep our French, Spaniſh, Dutch, Da- 
niſb, Brandenburgh and Hambargh Rivalls, for Wealth and Maritime 
Power from Entring into any Treaties, Alliances or Undertakings, 
to our Diſadvantage. 

What has been ſaid ſhall _ for an Intrcdution in Generall 

2 to 
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to the mote particular parts of the Nations Intereſt in the Ame. 
rican Trade, and the due Encouragement it ought to receive from 
the Laws which may naturally make us the moſt Rich and Floriſh. 
ing part, as well as the undoubted Arbitrators of Exrope, if not of 
all the Maritime Nations of the World. And in the next place, | 
will ſhow what Diſcouragements thoſe Collonies lye under at 
preſent. 


Cat k 


7 He better to Exylain-this to every Capacit-7, it will be 
neceſſary to ma!2 4 Bot Hylory of S#gtr, £07 IMC Ihe 
vention, Planting, an divers ulrs of it ing KNOW, 
the Reader may thereby make a more perfect . Jud 20» 
ment of the Nationall [ncerett therein, 

To which purpoſe it is irſt ro be Conticer 4, that the Firrope.zs 
500 years fince, were pert Strangers tothe ule of it, aud {oat cre 
ly knew its name; but the Yenet ans about that time bets the 
great Traders in Exft-7r:1z Spices, Gums, and- Drugs, did 2» 
mongſt other raritics introduce Sygar, which the Pity fitians foon 
found to anſwer all the ens of Honey, withont many of its ill et- 
fets; So that it quickly bzzame a Commodity .in miglity eſteem, 
and though the price then was ten times more then now, yet it pre- 
vailed ſo faſt, and the Conſumption of it became ſo great, that an 
ill way of making, planting, ard Curing of ir, was about 3© 
years ſince found out and practiſed in Grecce, and ſome other neigits 
bour Nations, where the heat of the Sun could in any degree 
ripen the Cane. 

But no Nation made fo confiderable a progreſs therein as the 
Portuygalls, who having with ſome Succeſs, Improv'd the Art of 
Planting it in their African Collonies and Iſlands, did at lalt make 
it their main Buſineſs in Brſile, becoming thereby the only Natt- 
on that ſet the price upon itto all the parts of the World, untill 
the Hollanders grew their Rivalls for Power and profit in that 
part of America. 

But about 50 years ſince, during the war between thoſe two 
Nations in Brafile,a Hollander happen'd to arrive from thence upon 
our iſland of Barbados, where though there were good Sugar-Canes, - 
The Engliſh knew no other uſe of them than to make refreſhing 


Drink for that hoy Climate, intending by planting Tobacco there, 
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to have equall'd thoſe of the Ferina's, on which, Ginger, Cotten 
and Indico they meant to rely ; But this Hollander underſtanding 
Sugar, was by one Mr. Drax, and ſome other Inhabitants there 
drawn into make Diſcovery of the Art he had to make it ; ſince 
which time by the many ingenious men the laſt Civill war neceſſi- 
tated to ſeek their fortunes in that new world,there has been found 
out ſo many ſeyerall ſorts of Mills, Coppers, Boylers, Stoves, Pots, 
2nd other Tools and Engins, for Planting and preſling the Canes, 
Boyling-up, Separating, Cleanſing, and Purifying the Juice and 
Sugar, as well as for drawing Spirits of admirable uſe from the 
Mellaſſes, that we at preſent exceed all the Nations in the world 
in the true Improvement of that Noble Juice of the Cane, 
which next to that of the Vine, exceeds all the Liquors in the 
World. And as our Nation has been ever famous for Meliorating 
Inventions of all kinds, ſo in this we have gone ſo far, that not- 
withſtanding the many Diſcouragements, thoſe Planters do at 
preſent and have heretofore lain under, yet they apparently ſet 
the Price of it in all Exrope, to the Kingdoms Pleaſure, Glory, and 
Grandure; which are all more advanc'd by that, than by any other 
Commodity we deal in or produce, Wooll not excepted ; as I 
doubt not but to Demonſtrate beyond all Diſpnte before I'end 
theſe Papers : which that I may the better do as well as ſhow clear- 
A1y the mighty Intereft the nation'has-in preſerving our Weſt- India 
Collonies, I will give the Reader a clear and ſhort Account of a 
"Sugar, a Coiion,.a Ginger, and Indico Plantation, as they are 
now managed in Barbados; and thin ſet down a ſhort Scheme 'of 
the raiſing and producing Tobacco, which though in itſelf perhaps 
.not abſolutely, if at all neceſſary to weil Living, yet having:pre- 
vail'd ſo far upon the Vitiated Hum>ours of men, as we ſee 11: kias, 
is of great concern to us,as well for bringing in/'Wealth-as Emplay-. 
ing multitudes of men in Manufacture and Navigatian, 'whichmo 
man can Diſpute but to be a true Natzonall Intereſt, _. | 

100 Acres of Land Employ'd in a Sugar-Plantation wiillivemuare 
$0 Black Slaves and 7 white Servants to Manage tt. - 

There muſt bes Horſes and'$ Oxew for\two Dreams. | | 

There muft be an Overſeer at 20/- per aan, 'a\[Aatzonahd Rar- 
Tier at 201. per anmen;atd a Carter at'r 24; per anus. 

20 of the 100 'Acres/rnmuſt dv/ſetiapart for Paſtiure,; podnitſious, 
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and a Nurſery for Canes to Plant with. 

40 of the remaining Acres return a Crop one year, and 40 the 
next, and foallternatively, being Conſtantly now to be replant- 
ed after every Cutting, whereas when the ground was firſt broke 
vp, the ſame Canes would yield two three or more Cuttings, be- 
fore they were replanted, to the wonderfull eaſe and advantage 
of the firſt Planters, 

There muſt be a Windmill which torns great Iron Rollers, be- 
tween which the Cane is preſfs'd, 

- There muſt be a Boiling-houſe, and in it Boylers. Coolers, Re- 
celvers, and Ciſterns, to which belong Ladles, Scummers, and 
Lamps, Cc. 

A Sill-honſe with Cifterns, Stills, Worms, worm-Tnbs, &c. 

A Curing-houſe, with Earthen Sugar-pots, Drips and Cifterns 
for Mellaſſes. 

A Drying-houſe with neceſſaries. 

A Houſe for the neceflary Fewell Employ'd in Boyling and 
Stilling. 

A Houſe for Knocking out, Packing, and Storing of Sugar. 

A Dwelling-houſe, with Houſes for Servants and Negroes, 

A Houſe for Cattle, beftdes Carts, Hooks, Hoes, and other 
Planting-Utenſills, the firſt coſt whereof will with utmoſt Hus- 
bandry amount to 56251. the Wear and Tear whereof will not be 
leſs annually than 69/. 

A Plantation of 100 Acres well ſtockt and provided as aforeſaid, 
and manag'd to its full height, without thoſe accidentall Caſualties 
which often,may probably produce annually 80 hogſheads of Sugar 
of 1000 pound Weight each hogſhead, that is 2000 pound weight 
of Muſcovado Sugar from each Acre, and of Mellaſſes 20 hogſhead:3 
of 750 pound weight each hogſhead. - | 

This ©ugar in the Iſland may be valued at 10s. per hundred, as 
it may be at home at 20s. that being as the price has gone fince 
the additionall Duty was laid, the Medium of what Muſcovado 
Sugars have yielded ; all which with the prime Coſt as well as the 
Mellaſſes Rum, &c. ſhall be brought toa rationall and equall Bal- 
lance, after a little more has been ſaid of the manner of Planting, 
making and Refining Sugars. 7 

The firſt thing is done to that ground deſign'd for pragtingys 
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. with Hoesby the labour of Negro's to open and looſen the Surface 
of the Earth to Prepare in for the Plants. 

There is commonly two Seaſons, Rainy and Dry, the Rainy 
begins in May or June, 2nd ends in December or January, all which 
1s ſpent in Hocing, Dunging and Planting the Canes. 

The. Dry Seaſon is ſpent in Cutting the Canes, Grinding them 
at the Mills, Boyling up the Liquor, and making thereof Muſco- 
vado Sugar; All which muſt of neceſſity go hand inhand toge- 
ther, for the Cane muſt be preſt as it is Cut, or the Juice drys 
init z The Juice-muſt be boyled np to it's proper Conſiſtency for 
grayning as ſoon as preſt, or it will Sour and periſh ; The grayn 
mult be Separated ſpeedily, whilſt hot, from the Mollaſſes, or they 
will Cling together, ferment and grow Sour in time again, or be 
at beſt but fit for the Still. | 

But as for Refining and Stilling, that any Seaſon is fit for. 

Thus it is to be obſery'd, that the Blacks are always Employ'd 
either in Hoeing, Dunging, and Planting in the wet, or in Cut- 
ting, Carrying, Grinding, Boyling, &c. In the Dry Seaſons. 

There are divers ways of producing new Plants, as by cutting 
the Root of an Old Plant, by laying a Cane-in the Ground, By 
Planting the Topof a Cane cut off, or by taking a ſhoot from a 
Knot of a Cane, many of which will have 5 or 6 that put in the 
ground will grow ; But the generall way is from thoſe have been 
ſet in the Nurſeries, for from one Root there will proceed divers 
ſhoots, all fit for Planting as 9 or 10, and ſometimes 20, 

The ground being prepar'd, Holes are made therein, and in eve- 
ry Hole Dung, put, and then a Plant,which in 18 Months or there- 
abouts, becomes fit for Cutting, ſo that halfa year being ſpent in 
graduall planting, 4o Acres, 6 or 7 Acres a month will be ready 
Succeſlively to be Cut in the proper Seaſon, ſo that 80. Acres is a 
juſt Employment for the continuall Labour 50 Blacks and 7 Whites 
in the field, and for 3 others for overſeeing, Carting and Curing 
the Plantations. 

When the Canesare preſt by paſſing through the Rollers of a 
Windmill, there runs from thence a great quantity of pleaſant 
Juice, which being put into Boylers by the heat of the fire, having 
Evaporated the Flegm or Watry matter to ſach a time as it be- 


comes of a proper Conſiſtency, then they throw it into a mixture 
conſiſting 
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conſiſting of ſome materiall fit tocleanſe it and prepare it for grain- 
ing; all the time it is Boyling with large Copper Scummers they 
take off the Scum which conſtantly riſes in great quantities, untill 
it be fit to Empty into Coolers, from whence it is again |] ifted 
into Earthen Pots with holes in their bottoms, and Pots they call 
Drips under. them, for receiving the Moiſture call'l Meliaſſes, 
which in avout a months time will be ſeparated from that which is 
then called Muſcovado Sugar, being of a pale Yellow Collour ; 
this is then knockt out of the pots, and put into Caskes for Trans- 
portation. 

This ſort of Mellaſſes is either Boyl'd up again to extract from it 
a ſort of a Duskiſh pale grey Sugar call'd Panneels, or ſent in Cask 
for England as the Sugar is. 

The Scum that ariſes with all the waſhings of the Boylers, Cool- 
ers, Pots, and other Inſtruments Employ'd in that Buſineſs, is 
preſerv*l in great Cifterns where it will ferment and becomes fit 
for ſtilling. 

The Spirirs proceeding from Mellaſſes and this effe&t of good 
Husbandry is called Rum,being a Noble Intoxicating Liquor,which 
the Negroes as well as Engliſh Servants but too much delight in, 
and the Planters themſelves prefer ſome ſorts of it to any Brandy 
either for Punch or other uſes where Spirits are needed. 

And witk truth this may be ſail of the Sugar Cane, that it pro- 
Cuces nothing but what is of great uſe to well living ; The Vertues 
of Mellaſſes formerly ſold only in Apothecary's Shops by the name 
of Treacle being now ſo well known both to the Diſtiller and 
Brewer, that a great part of their Eſtatzs are owing to it : Nor can 
it be imagin*d how many new ways are found .dayly for Venting 
and Conſuming uſefully the various products of a Sugar-Plantati- 
on : The ſevcrall Shapes it appears in at Chriſtenings, Banquets, 
and Rich mens Tables, being but 'the leaſt of its good qualities, 
tho'of great Delightas well as Ornament, and ſhould the art of 
making it be ſo diſcouraged as to take its next flight to the Dutch 
or French, as it did from. Portugallto Us, The loſs would prove of 
the like Conſequence, which is no leſs than the Decay of the 
greateſt part of their Shipping, and the fall of half their Revenues - 
they being forc'd to abate 15 per Cent. Duty lately, to-get ſome to 
be Exported, and that with little or no Succeſs. , 
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And yet inevitably this miſchief will happen if great Care be not 
taken to preſerve thoſe Collonies. 

But to return to the further Hiſtory of a Plantation, and mz. 
king and Improving Sugars, It is to be remembred, that to com- 
pleat a Sugar-work of an hundred Acres, the neceſſary Charges as 


aforeſaid will be———In. 50 Blacks ' I250l. 
7 white Servants beſides three Artiſts 
which are pay'd wages — 1 50l, 
5 Horſes — 125. 
8 Bullocks — 100l, 


Land, Houſes, Mills, Veſſells, &c. 
All other Tools and Implements 400o!. 
In all 5625. 

Which Plantation Ordinarily may produce as aforeſaid anually 
in Muſcovado Sugars Eighty Hogſheads: In Mellaſſes twenty 
eight Hogſheads, both which in the Weſt- Indies at the Medium of 
the price now currant, will yield five knndred and forty pound. 
So that 10 white Servants Employ 'd as aforeſaid Earn five hundred 
and forty pound, which is fifty four pound a head. 

The Eng:3jþ Cloaths and proviſions ſuch 10 whites and 50 Blacks 
conſume 15 one with another forty ſhillings 4 head, and amounts 
toan hundred and twenty pound. | 

The Wear and Tear of the Tools and neceſlary Supplys of a 
Plantation from Ezgland is as leaſt ſixty pound. 

In all an hundred and eighty pound- 

So that conſidering the 10 white people in a Plantation are the 
Sole cauſe'of that Conſumption it is cighteen pound each, which 
as I ſaid before is a far greater Conſumption on the navive Com- 
modities and Manufactures of the Nation than Labourers at home 
make, and it ought to be conſider'd too, that in this Ballance I have 
not Computed the firſt coſt of the Materials that ſet all theſe uſe- 
full Labourers at work, nor the profit has ariſen to Navigation, 
and the Merchant Adventurer in ſending; thither near a Million'of 
Slaves, whoſe firſt coft to the Planter has been Eight Millions- of 
Pounds at leaſt, and took off of our Manufacture ro buy them in 

Guinnea about Forty Shillings per bead, which amounts to Two M1l- 
lions z Not to ſpeak in this place neither of the Rich Cloaths, Hou- 
ſhold Stuff, and other neceſlaries, the Mafters of theſe Numerous 
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Servants conſume upon themſelves, which without an Exat Ac- 


count or Scrutiny into every particular, muſt ſatisfy the moſt pre- 
jadic'd Perſon that the People there both for Addition of Wealth 
and Conſumption of Commodities are better Employ*d than thoſe 
which remain at Home. 

But to add to a Plantation as aforeſaid the advantage ariſing by 
Refining Sugar,there muſt belaid out ina Refining-Houſe,Coppers, 
and all other neceſſary Materials, at leaſt Three hundred Pongd. 
There muſt be Ten Bl: cs, and no Whites if the Boylers can Re- 
fine which is caſy to Learn. 

'The manner thus they tzke their 2uſcovado Sugars, and put it 
into Refining Coppers mixt with Lime-Water, where as it Boyls 
over a gentle Fire, much Scum will ariſe, which is taken off con- 
ftantly till ic become to a ſufficient Conſiſtency for mixing it with 
the whites of Eggs well bzaten up, which being done in order to 
Clarify it "cis then boyI'd to a proper height for Refined Sugar, 
and turn'd off into Coolers, and thence put into ſuch Pots with 
their Dripps as was ſaid of Muſcovado's : When theſe Pots have 
ſtood Dripping Eight or Ten Days, then Clay properly temper'd 
is put upon the Pots, which is renew'd as occation requires, this 
forces down all the Melaſles, fo that in Seven or Eight Weeks theſe 
Sngar's ſo Improv'd will be fit for Casking. 

The Melaſles thus Iſſuing from Refined Sugar is Boyled up a- 
gin, and Operated as before, produces a Sugar called Baſtard- 
whites, the laſt Melafſes being only fit for the Still. 

Note that little or Nothing of the quantity is waſted in the Re- 
fining, but remains in Sugar Melaſles or Liquor, from which Spirit 
is produced. | | 

'But let be obſerved too, that by the Additional Stock of Ten 
Blacks which coft two hundred pound ; Houſe and neceſſaries,three 
hundred pound ; neceſſary Proviſion for the Ten Blacks Twenty 
pound Wear and Tear Thirty pound ; lntereſt for the firſt Coſt ar 

en pound per Cent.. Fifty pound : In all a hundred pound per An, 
A Plantation is near doubled. $9 that is is plainly the Intereſt of 
the Nation that all Sugars ſhould be fully Meliorated before Ex- 
portation : the profit whereof would be above 5o per Cert. annually 


to the Nation more then now it is, and is all gain'd by the Holland- 


ers and Hamburgers, who Refine Our Muſcovado Sugar in their 
——M D 2 Countrirs 


(20) 


Countrys cheapzr by the draw back upon Muſcovado's than we 
can 3 So that they underſell us in all Forreign Markets in our own 
Commodity, mot of the Sugar ſpent in Germany, France, and other 
Nations being Refined ; The profit of which Meliorating as well 
as the Navigation being loſt to the Kingdom : And it is 
as reaſonable to ſuffer Wooll ro go out unmanufaftur'd as Muſco- 
vado Sugar. But more of this when I come to propoſe the Method 
for preſerving the Collonies, and this ſhall likewiſe ſuffice to ex- 
plain the Nature and produce of a Sugar Plantation. 

Thus it appears by all that has been ſpoken of a Sugar-Planta- 
tion, that the firſt coſt beſides the labour, skill, Care, and Induſtry 
amounts to Five Thouſand Six Hundred Twenty Five pound. And 
that the produce thereof at the preſent uſuall price Currant of 
Sugar amounts not to Five hundred and Forty pound ; out of which 
Pedutt the conſtant charge One hundred and Fifty pound, per An- 
num, the yearly value is Three hundred and Ninety pound, which 
1s not 7 per Cert. for his Money, a1d yet this neither is not certain 
to ariſe. The making of Sugars, and fitting them for Market being 
Subject to many Contingencics more then are ſet down in the Hi- 
ftory before-going ; For the Plants in the ground are very often 
ſubject to be devoured, wounded, and torn by Aunts, or under- 
mined and deſtroy*d at the Roots by Mugwerms. Too much Rain, 
or too much Drought, in either Seaſon, 1s a certain Diminntion of 
the Crop,if not a totall Deſtruction of the Plants ; nay, if the Rains 
come too late, which often happens, a whole years planting is loſt : 
when all theſe Miſchiefs are eſcaped, and the Canes of a conſidera- 
ble heighth, then are they liable to. be twiſted, broke, and totally 
ſpoyPd by the furious Hurricanes, that once in Three or Four 
years likea Fit of an Ague ſhakes the whole Iſlands, not only does 
the Crops an Injury, but ſometimes tumbles down and Levells their 
Mills, Work-Houſes, and ſtrongeſt Buildings ; But eſcaping all 
theſe, as the Canes ripen they grow more and more Combuſtible, 
and are thereby SubjeCt to the Malice and Drunken Rages of Angry 
and deſperate run-a-way Negroes, as well as ſo many other Acci- 
dents of Fire; The fury whereof when once got into a Field of 
Canes, is extreamly quick,terrible and ſcarcely.to be reſiſted before 
it has deſtroy'd the whole parcell ; But when they are brought to 
full perfe&ion for Cutting, and the Planters {expettation as ripe as 
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they, if unſeaſonable Rains happen, or that no winds blow, then 
do they all Rot and Periſh on the Groupd : The Slaves and Servants 
all ſtand [dle looking upon their Maſters decaying Fortune, and at 
laſt are only Employ'd in clearing the Greund again from that 
ufcleſs Rubbiſh in which all that years hope is periſhed : Not to 
mention afcer all theſe miſchicfs under which moſt Planters have 
many times ſmarted, all thoſe Accidents, or Storms and Pirates .in 
bringing their Commodity to Market, nor which is worſt of all, 
their loſs by breaking Cuſtomers, who not only run away with all 
their Produce, but with the Freighr, FaQoridge, and Cuſtoms, 
which has been paid for thoſe Sugars they were truſted with, there- 
by ſubjecting the Induſtrious Planter to new and unforeſecn debts 
and Intereſt for them, from whence he expected the reward of all 
his Labour : Nay, belid:s all has been ſaid, ſometimes diſeaſes 
amongſt Slaves and Cartell, will in a very ſhort time ſweep away 
a whole years Profit, belides the Conſtant Charge of recruiting the 
Natural decay of all living Creatures. 

Cotton is a Commodity of great Value, and the planting it of 
mighty Advantage to theCommon- wealth, becauſe we have it there- 


by + price leſs then formerly, when we Imported it from 
Forreign parts: Its uſes are tco many to be Enumerated in the ſhort 
Method I have propoſed, Let it ſuffice therefore to ſay, thay the 
Spinning, Weaving, and working it into Fuſtians, Dymitties, and 
many other uſefull Stuffs, beſides what is ſpent in Candles, Employs 
a Multitude of hands, and gains the Nation annually. 

The manner of Planting it is thus A hundred Acres of Land 
clear*d and kept for a Cotton-Plantation requires Fifty hands, 
whereof Five muſt be White Men-Servants for the benefit of the 
Militia, otherwiſe all but two might be Black Slaves. 

It is planted in Rows as our London-Gardners ſet their Damask 
Roſes to make money of them, and riſes ro much about the ſame 
heighth in-one year , and ſome few months time after its ſeeds are 
put into the Ground, which is to be done in the wet Seaſon, when 
Sugar-Canes are Planting z but ſometimes it begins ſooner, or 
later, according to the Judgment of the Experienc't Overſeer *? 
But the ſamehands Employ*'d in Sngar can never be Employ'd in 
Planting and gathering the Cotton, for when it is ripe, and the - 
little Bags it is Contained in are Opening, it is a conſtant Lg 
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and Attendance from Morning to Night for the Servants to go to 
and again in the Intervalls between the Rows its Planted in, to take 
them at a Critical time, Otherwiſe it immediately dammages. 

There are two ſorts of it called Ravell or Vine, that is Yellow or 
White, the yellow is generally eſteem'd the largeſt Staple. 

An Acre of ground Planted therewithway produce from Four 
hundred to Two hundred pound weight according as it hits, So 
that a hundred Acres well look*d after may produce Thirty Thou- 
ſand pound weight of Cotton, which at 64. a pound as it may yield, 
amounts to 1 50l. | 

Ginger is a uſefull Spice for many things, and in ſeveral Caſes 
ſo Anſwers the End of Pepper, that it is obſerv'd to riſe and fall as 
that does. 

It's planted by taking ſmall pieces from the great Races, and 
placing them orderly in Trenches or Holes, as our Gardners plat 
Peaſe, and it is done in_the ſame Seaſons that they plant Sugar- 
Canes. 

An Acre of Right Ground well planted will produce Two thou- 
ſand pound weight of Ginger, which by its Bulk in Engliſh Ton- 
nage, is accounted 2 Tons at leaſt. | 

A hundred Acres requires Seventy Five hands be they Black or 
White Servants, but there muſt by the Laws always be a ſufficient 
Number of White- Men-Servants in proportion to the Black-ſlaves, 
otherwiſe all Blacks would ſerve, which - is much Cheaper then 
the Other. | 

I have not ſet down all the Caſualties Cotron and Ginger-Plan- 
tations are ſubje& to, for fear of ſwelling my Treatiſe beyond its 
deſigned Bulk, therefore lct it ſutice to ſay, they are ſubje&t to ma- 
ny. tho? not the ſame Caſualties, both from the Alteration of Sea- 
ſons and other Matters as Sugars are. 

Indico is more produced in Jamaica than in any other Collony by 
reaſon of the great'quantity of Savanmna-Lands therefor it thrives 
beſt inlight Sandy grounc, ſuch as thoſe Savanna's or great Plains 
be : The ſeed of it from whence it is raited is Yellow, and round, 

ſomething leſs than a Fitch or Tare, The ground being. made light 
by Hoeing Trenches are made therein, like thoſe our Garden= 
ers prepare'for Peaſe, in which the ſced is put about March, which 
growsTripein eight weeks time, and in freſh broken ground will 
Spire 
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Spire up to about three Foot high, but in others not more than 
Eighteen Inches, the ſtalk is full of Leaves of a deep Green colour, 
and will from its firſt Sowing yield Nine Crops in one year : when 
it is ripe they cut it and in proportionable Fats fteep it twenty- 
four hours, then they clear it from the firſt water, and put it 
into proper Ciſterns, where it is carefully beaten, and then is per- 
mitted to ſettle about eighteen hours : In theſe Ciſterns are ſeveral 
Taps which let the clear water run out, and the Thick is put into 
Linnen-Bags of about three foot long and half a foot wide, made 
commonly of Ozenbrig-Cloath, which being: hang'd up, all the li- 
quid part drips away : When it will dripno longer itis put into 
Wooden Boxes about three foot long and fourteen Inches wide, 
and an Inch and a half deep : Theſe boxes they place in the Sun till 
it grows too hot, and then take them in till the extream heat is 0- 
ver, continuing thus to do till it is ſufficiently Dry : In Land that 
proves proper for Indico, the Labour of one hand in a years time 
may produce between eighty and an hundred pound weight, which 
may amount from twelve to fifteen pound per annum, to the Plane 
ter, if no accident happen : For Inaico as well as all other Commo= 
dities of thoſe parts is ſubject to many, thoſe moſt common to it are 
Blaſting and worms, to which it is very SubjeR. 

Cacoais now no longer a Commodity to be regarded in our Col- 
Jonies, tho' at firſt it was the principall Invitation to the peopling 
Famaica : For thoſe walks the Spaniards left behind them there, 
when we Conquer'd it, produc'd ſuch prodigious profit with little 
trouble that Sr. Thomas AMudaiford and ſeverall others ſet up their 
reſts to grow wealthy therein, and fell to Planting much of it, 


which the Spaniſh Slaves who remained in the Itland allways fores- - 


told it would never Thrive, and ſo it happen'd ; for tho? it pro- 
miſed fair and throve finely for five or ſix years, yet ſtill at that 
Age when ſo long Hopes and Care had been waſted about it, wi- 
ther'd and Dy'd away, by ſome unaccountable Cauſe z tho' they 
impute it toa Black-Worm or Grub which they find clinging to its 
Root. The manner of planting it is in Order like our Cherry-Gar- 
dens, which Tree when grown up it much reſembles : It delights 
in ſhade, ſo that by every Tree they place one of Plantain, which 
produces a fruit nouriſhing and wholeſome for their Negro's : they 


by Hoeing and weeding keep their Cacoa walks clear from Graſs 
| continually, 
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continually, and it begins to bear at three, four or five years old, 


and did it not allmoſt conſtantly Dye before, would come to per- 
 feftion at fifteen years growth, and laſt till thirty, thereby be- 
coming the moſt profitable Tree in the World, there having been 
above two hundred pound Sterling made in one year of an Acre of it : 
But the old Trees planted by the Spaniards being gone by age, and 
few new thriving, as the Spaniſh Negro's foretold, little or none 
now is produc'd worthy the care and pains in planting and expet- 
ing it. 'Thoſe Slaves give a Superſtitious Reaſon for its not Thri- 
ving, many Religions rites being perform'd at its Planting by the 
Spaniards, which their Slaves were not permitted to ſee: But it is 
probable, that wary Nation as they remov'd the art of making Co- 
cheaneal, and Curing Yenelloes into their Inland-Provinces which 
were the Commodities of thoſe I{lands in the indians time, and for- 
bad the opening of any Mines in them for fear ſome Maritine Nati- 
on might thereby be [nviced to the Conquering them, ſo they might 
likewiſe in their tranſplanting Cacoa from the Caracus and” Guate- 
mala conceal willfully fome ſecret in its planting from their Slaves, 
leſt it might teach them to ſer up for themſelves, by being able to 
produce a Commodity of ſuch excellent uſe for the ſupport of mans 
life, with which alone and water, ſome perſons have been neceſli- 
tated to live 10 weeks together without finding the leaſt diminu- 
tion of either Health or Strength : But tho? much more might be 
faid yet this ſhall ſaffice for the Hiſtory of Cacoa with this addition 
only, that it grows on the Trees in Bags or Cods of Greeniſh,Red, 
or Yellow Colours, every Cod having in it three, four, or five Ker- 
nells abont the bigneſs and ſhape of ſmall Cheſnuts, which are ſes 
parated from each other by a very pleaſant refreſhing white ſab- 
ſtance, about the conſiſtence of the Pulp of a Roaſted Apple, mo- 
derately ſharp and Sweet, from which when Ripeit's Nuts are Se- 
parated, and by Drying Cured. 

Piemento is another naturall production of thoſe Iflands, 
but principally in Famaica, from whence many call it Famaica-- 
Pepper, frora the place and Figure of it ; the Trees that bear it are 
generally very Tall and ſpreading, {o that the trouble of Climbing 
them to gather it, would makeit incredibly Dear, and thoſe that 
be left generally growing in the Iſland, Mountains and Woods 
which are not taken up for Planting, but remain in the Kings hands: 
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Their Way is to go with their Slaves into the Woods where it is 
plenty, and cutting down the Trees, pick it off from the tranches, 
ſo that no Piemento comes into Europe twice from one Tree ; and it 
hap ning often to miſs for two or three years together, what it 
produces at preſent muſt be accounted an Accidental benefit to the 


Planters rather than any thing to be rely'd on as a National Ad- 


vantage or conſtant Encouragement. 

The like may be ſaid of Lignum Yite, or Guaiacum, of Red-wocd, 
and ſeveral ſorts of other Trees, which come thence, for the more 
come the leſs remains, and the time required for the growing of 
thoſe hard woods in the Room of thoſe cut down, is in humane rea- 
ſon ſo many hundreds of years, that the propoſing to plant them 
would be rather a proof of madneſs then forelight ; it-being obſer- 
vable, that in thoſe ſpreading woods where never Axe was handled 
for Cutting them down, nor Carriage came to remove them, nor 
Fire to burn them, there cannot be found one Dotard or periſhing 
Tree of any uſefull kind, if of any at all. s 

To make and manage a Virginia or Maryland Plantation for To- 
bacco, every hand employ 'd therein muſt be furniſht with an Axe, 
a Saw, and other Inſtruments for felling Timber, and grubbing 
up'its Roots. 

When the ground is clear'd of Trees and Rudbiſh, then it is broke 
up with Hoes, and afterwards with thoſe, and Spades brought into 
little Hillocks, like thoſe moles turn up, into every one of whick 
is placed one Plant, fo that they grow about three, four, and five 
foot aſunder. 

The Tobacco Plants are rais'd from its ſeed ſowed in Nurſeries 
of hot beds skillfully prepar*d for that purpoſe in the months of 
Fannary, February, March, and April, and is drawn thence and 
planted in the prepared little Hills in the Months of May and June, 
and will be ready for Cutting in July, or Auguſt following - But all 
the while from its planting, it is carefully to be watched, and eve- 
_ ry plant that is perceived to be dying muſt be taken away, and a 
freſh one ſet in the Hill, from whence the dead or dying plant was 
remov'd. 

Tobacco Plants are very ſubject to be undermined, eaten and 
Deſtroy'd by a Grub or Worm that breeds about its root, which 


ſometimes-in ſpite of all the Care and kill of the moſt ingenious 
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Planter will deſtroy his whole Crop, nor do they ever eſcape ſome 
miſchief from it, ſo that a Tobacco Plantation from Faruary, that 
they ſow the Seed till 4ugrft, that they Cut it, is a continuall Care 
and Ficld-labour, in Sowing, Plinting, Hocing, Weeding, Worm- 
ing, Succonring, andrenewing ; it has ſeverall accidentsattend it, 
till it be Cutand Carryed into the Curing-houſe, where it is hangd 
Plant by Plant at an cquall diſtance till it become powder-Dry ; at 
which iime of the year that Country is ſubject to great Fogs and 
Miſts which makes it become Waxy, and if it riſes again, then it 
is fully Cured, and become fit to be Casked ; all Sweet-Sented re- 
quires about three weeks time,and Orroxocko about ſix weeks time; 
and in about three weeks time more after its Casking, it ſhows it 
ſelf whether it he well Cured or no: For tho' the Experience't 
Planter knows certainly whether his Tobacco be well or ill-Cured, 
the Purchaſer cannot, and may be wrong, if he buys it in leſs 
than three weeks time after its Casking : For if it had not been per- 
fetly Dryed, it will certainly Rot, Periſh, and become good for 
nothing : So that not only the prime Coſt but the freight home 
may beloſt : And this the neceſſities of the Planters ſometimes on- 
ly Occaſions, for by making too much haſt not to loſe his Market, 
many times the whole years Labour and ExpeQation is totally loſt, 
And the Care therein is very great,for there is not a Leaf of Tobac- 
co put on Board the Ship that is well Cnred, but has paſs'd at leaſt 
{ix and thirty times through the hand of the Planter or Labourer : 
They ſhip it out from the Month of Ofober till Aprill following ; 
The Anuall Exportation from all the Tobacco-Collonies being an 
Hundred and Forty Thouſand Hogſheads at four hundred and fifty 
pound weight toa Hogſhead. 

The Plantations are generally made into ſmall parcells, not a- 
bove cight or ten hands at a place, being the moſt beneficiall and 
true way both for making the Tobacco, and raiſing proviſions for 
them, and the Curing-houſe muſt not be at Diſtance from the 
grounds where the Tobacco grows. 

The price of every pound weight of Tobacco Imported into the 
Nation before we Planted it, was from about four Shillings to ſix- 
teen Shillings a pound, and now the beſt Yirginia is not above ſeven- 
pence to the Merchant, of which the King has five pence. 

Two thirds of the Tobacco brought from thoſe Collonies ts _ 
porte 
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ported to Forreign Markets, which at about three pound the 
Hogſhead (which is the leaſt the Nation gets by it ) amounts to a- 
bove two hundred thouſand pound, beſides the great quantity of 
Shipping it Employs. 

It is not ſo little as a Million the Kingdom faves yearly by our 
planting Tobacco, ſo that reckoning the white people in our Tobac- 
co-Collonies to be a hundred thouſand Men, Women, and Children, 


| they one with another are each of them twelve pound a year profit 


to the Nation. 

There are in thoſe Collonies by a probable Computation about 
ſix hundred thouſand Negro's and Indians, Men, Women, and Chil- 
dred, and would be more, could they readyly get Negro's from 
Guinca, every one of which Conſumes yearly two Hilling Hoes, 
two Weeding-Hoes, two Grubbing-Hoes, beſides Axes, Saws, Wim- 
bles, Nails, and other Iron Tools and Materials, Conſumed in Build- 
ing and other Uſes, to the Value of at leaſt a hundred and twenty 
Thouſand pound Sterling in only Iron-work. 

The Cloaths, Guns, Cordage, Anchors, Sails and Materials for 
Shipping, beſides Beds and other Houſhold-Goods conſumed and 
uſed by them, are Infinite, nor is the benefit of them to the King- 


dom ſufficiently to be Explain'd ; Therefore let it ſuffice in one 


word to ſay, that the produce and Conſumption with the Shipping 
they give Employment to, is of an Infinite deal more benefit to 
the Wealth, Honour, and Strength of the Nation, then four 
times the ſame Number of Hands the beſt Employ'd at Home 
can be. 

And thus much more I ſhall ſay for the Collonies, as they are to 
the Nation the moſt uſcfull and profitable Hands Employ'd, 
and the beſt Trade we have, both to the Conſuming the Woolen- 
ManufaQtory of England, and the Encouraging of Navigation, So 
thoſe that go thither as Servants, if they are Induſtrious and Juſt 
to their Maſters, they live much eaſter than in England, and 
much more likelier to get Eſtates, of which there are many Pre- 
ſidents, and alſo they have been a great relief to many Men ( whoſe 
misfortunes has forc'd them the i! to leave their own Country, )by 
thei: Carrying thither the remains of their Shipwrackt Fortunes, 
have recovet'd their loſt Eſtate, and very much conduced to that 
Increaſe of Wealth to this Nztioa as well as to the Increaſe of 

E 2 Shipping, 
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Shipping, which are the only true Bullworks of this Nation, 

That the Conrteous Reader may readily ſee the benefit to Exg. 
land the hands Employ'd in the Collonies are, I have here made in 
the nature of a Table what 50 Negroes with ſome few white hands 
( which are rather for ſecurity than otherwiſe) can make, what 
Tonnage, what value it produces in England, what Cuſtom it pays 
to his Majeſty, It is to be underſtood that all they preduce is clear 
gains to England ( except ſome Linnen, Wines and Brandy which is 
brought from Forreign Markets ) The reſt is cither Freight, Cuſtom, 
charges of Merchandiſe, Apparel, and necefſaries for the Plantations 
or in Caſh, which cither ſerves to ſupport the Planters when in 
England, or is laid out in purchaſing Lands z beſides this, the Em- 
ploying of ſach a vaſt number of Shipping and Seamen, the bene. 
fit of which is well known toevery Engliſh Man. And ſince the 
Plantations have been brought to this Perfe&tion, the Conſump. 
tion of England ſaves at leaſt two thirds by the Abatement of 
the price thoſe Commodities bore before they made them, for 
which they never draw from Exgland Gold or Silver, but on the 
contrary, by Exportation of what is there made over and above our 
Conſumption,does either occaſion the Enriching of England by mo- 
nies brought from Forreign parts, for the ſales of their produR, 
or by Bartering for other Goods which muſt have been purchaſed 
by monies, or we muſt have been without them, by the hands Im- 
ployed in thoſe Collonies Forreign Commodities became Native to 
the great Enriching of England, as aforeſaid, and to the leſſening 
the Riches and Strength of all other Exropean Nations that produy 
ces the like Commadities. . 
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Rom what has been ſaid of the Nature and manner of Ma- 
naging Plantations, is Demonſtrated beyond all Scruple, 
that thoſe Hands Imploy'd in our Collonies are for their 
Number the moſt profitable SubjeRts of theſe Dominions 
as well to the ends of Conſumption and Delight, as for 

Increaſing the Wealth, Power, and Glory of the Nation. 

Theſe apparent Truths being once known to and generally al- 
low'd of by our Nobillity and Gentry, it is ſenceleſs to Imagine 
their could be one man amongſ} all our Legiſlators ſhould be ſo ma- 
licious tothe Kingdom as to deſire or endeavour the Diſcourage- 
ment, much leſs Ruine of ſuch uſefull Subjects as the Planters are : 
But for want of Experience in, or Intelligence of their manner of 
Living, and Employing themſelves in Plantations, the beſt mgan- 
ing and moſt upright Patriots and Lovers of their Country by 
wrong application of that right Maxim-People, are. the Riches 
of a Nation, may be moſt apt to ſtudy Reſtraints,' Impoſitions, 
and Seyerities on their * Trade and Negotiation, to their preſent 
Diſcouragement, and*future Ruine : Which having in ſome De- 
grec happen'd ellready is the only cauſe I have uſed my Endeavours 
for clearing thoſe generail Miſtakes, and for laying down ſome 
few uſefull Rules for the ſupport and Encouragement of them all, 
but eſpecially the Sugar-Plantations, in whoſe happineſs I being 
moſt at. preſent Concern'd, think my ſelf moſt oblig'd to be Ser- 
viceable tro my Power, as well as to clear my Repntation ; which 
amongſt other well-meaning Gentlemen is reflected on for defign- 
ing a Common Factory for keeping up the Þrice of their Produ@, 
and a Joynt Stock of Moneys to ſupply at Common Intereſt every 
Induſtrions Planters wants, till his Commodity could be Sold, 
which when rightly underſtood, muſt force forgiveneſs, if not 
Appleauſ from the moſt partisll-oppoſer of the Deſign. 
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The better to clear which Points, - it is neceſſary to Obviate 
That, the Diſcouragements the Sugar-Plantations lye under, hath 
for three years laſt paſt furniſhed matters of Complaint toall per- 
ſons Concern'd in that Commodity, as well Planter as Merchant, 
as is Evident by the Solemn Addrelſes were made to the Court on 
that - Subject fince the paſliag the AR, which lays an Additionall 
Duty upon Sugar. 

The Decay of thoſe Collonies being granted by all parties Con- 
cern'd in that advantageous Negotiation, it will be nece{lary to b2 
certain of the Cauſe before prop:r Rem=dies can b2 found out,mach 
lefs apply'*d to that Increaling Diſtemper. 

For tho' in groſs it may be Conclude !, that the Alditionall Dy- 
ty occalion*d the miſchief, yet thoſe who contriv*d that Revenue 
for the Crown, did not intend the Burden - thereof ſhould have 
fallen on the Planter or Merchant, bat on ths Conſumptioner, 
which then had not been the lealt [nconventence or Diſcouragement 
either to Planting or Trade, and Conſequently a more Equall and 
leſs Miſchievous Tax could not have been laid upon the Nation. 

But the price of Sugar before the At, Compar'd with that ſince, 
and the Generall fall of Plantations, demonſtrates beyond Contra- 
diction or diſpute, that the whole Burden falfs oa the moſt Indu- 
ſtrious, moſt uſefull, and beſt Employ*d People, for their Num- 
bers can be found in all his Majeſties Dominions, which are thoſe 
of the Sugar Collonies, beſides the Inequality of the thing, That 
Sixty Thouſand Induſtrious People which the Parliament intended 
ſhould pay nothing, are by Accident made to bear an Impoſlition 


deſign'd to be laid on the Voluntary Conſumption of- Eight 


Millions 
That the matter of Fact is this, it cannot be deny'd by the moſt 


partiall and [ntereſted, againſt what has been prepos'd for the Com- 
mon Fattory, tho? the natural averſion moſt Men have to new In» 
vention, joyn'd with the private Intereſt of ſome few Men who 
are FaQtors at home, lazineſs of thought in ſome, and weakneſs of 
Underſtanding in others, will, Iam ſenſible, make it difficult, if 
not Ipoſlible, to Efabliſh the moſt Compendious and proper Re- 
medy for that lingring diſtemper. 
But this I dare boldly affirm, that what was then preſcrib'd, 
carryzed along with its ſelf, Evident proofs of its Innocency and 


well . 
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well-meaning, ſince nothing therein could poſſibly take effe& untill 
every ſeveral Sugar-Collony in America had in their generall Aſſem- 
blies confider'd and approv'd every part of it. 

-For without the San&tion and Laws of every Severall and indivi- 
duall Collony, by their As of Aſſembly, the whole and every 
part of the Propoſall was utterly inconſiſtent and unpraQicable, as 
thoſe who will give themſelves leave to examine it, will undeni- 
ably find. | 

' So that if it may be ſuppos'd, that the Collonies themſelves are 
proper Judges of what they ſuffer, want, and would have, it can- 
not be deny'd, but that their minds muſt beſt appear in generall 
Aſſemblies. 

From whence it conſequently follows, That tho* the Propoſi- 
tion might not be practicable, by reaſon of the many different In- 
tereſts it was to unite, yet that the propoſers were Innocent, and 
Sacrificed their Labour, Expences, and Time, with a Laudable 
Intention. 

To leave therefore that Matter in the State it is, I will proceed 
to Obviate the true and genuine Cauſes of the preſent Diſcou- 
ragements thoſe Collonies lye under, which may be reduc'd to three 
Generall Heads. 

1. That which is neceſſary to the beginning, Increaſe, and ſup- 
port of a Plantation, comes to them much dearer than it might. 

2. That what they produce by Planting, is forc't to be ſold at 
Market, much Cheaper than can be afforded to the Nations Loſs as 
well as theirs. 

3. That what they produce is Carryed to Forreign Markets at 
a much greater Charge than they might Carry it for. 

To make it Evident, that what they want to Begin, Increaſe, 
and Support a Plantation, comes to them much Dearer than it 
might, I muſt deſire the Reader to conſider from what has been 


* FMaid concerning a Sugar Plantation, that the main ſupport of that 


as well as all other Wealth is Labourers ; That theſe Labourers in 
Plantations are either White Servants or Black Slaves, That the 
White Servants are either ſach as are Hired for Wages, or Aſſign'd- 
for a Term of Years : Now if it appears that in the preſent Method 
all theſe ſeverall ſorts of Labourers come to the Planter one Third 


Dearer than they need, Then it muſt follow, that there is a burden 
on 
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on that Imployment as heavy, as if above thirty Pcy Cent, were 
laid by way of Tax upon their whole Taduftry, 

That the Caſe of moſt Planters is this as well in White 
Servants as Slaves, andalfo in moſt of the Tools, and neceſlaries, 
for managing a Plantation is too much felt,to be Joubred by all that 
are Concern'd in that Trade, or are Experienc*t in Planting : But 
to make it clear to others, 1 mult beg them to Conſider, that few 
men leave their Native Country willingly, who have enough con- 
veniently to ſupport themſelves in it, except carried away by Am-- 
bition or immoderate Avarice, two paſlions little known or pra- 
Gig d in America. 

That therefore thoſe who generally go thither comply with 
ſome urgent preſſure in their Fortunes or Circumſtances at home, 
So that let them carry with them as good Underſtandings or ſtrong 
Genius's and Inclinations to Planting as is poſſible, yet they muſt 
not hope ty Reap without they Sow, and Wheit or any other 
ſort of Grain is not a more necellary Secd for its own Species than 
Wealth is Seed to Wealth : The Spaztards have a Proverb to that 
purpoſe, which ſays, He that will bring the /zaics home muſt Carry 
the [ndjes thither, It will not be unnecellary to Explain the generall 
Cauſes of their firft Thriving, that the unexperienc't Reader may 
have a juſt Idea of the Conveniences ad Inconveniences have at- 
tended thoſe places by the many Changes have hap*ned in the Go- 
yernment and L:ws of this Kingdom, fince the beginning of the 
late Civill Wars. 

To do which, we will make a ſhort reflection on the unaccoun- 
table Negligence, or rather Stupidity of this Nation during the 
Reign of Henry the Seventh, Henry the Eight, Edward the Sixth & 
_ Mary, who could contentedly fit {till and ſee the Spaniarats 
Rifle, Plunder, and bring liome undifſturb'd all the wealth of that 
Golden Worid ; and to ſuffer them wirh Forts and Caſtles to ſhut 
up the Doors and Entrances into all the Rich Prozinces of America, 
having not the leaſt Title or pretence of Right, bxyond any other 
Nation, Except tizat of being by Accident the firfe Piſcoverers of 
ſome parts of it, where the Unprelicented Cruelties, Exorbitances 
and Barbaritics, their own Hiltorics witneſs, they practiſed on a 
'Pocr Nakcd and Innocent. Pecple which Inhabited the Hands, as 
well as vpon thoſe eruly Civiliz'd and mighty Empires of Fer and 
| L Aﬀexveo, 
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Aecxico, C:11'd to all mankind for Succonr and Relief againſt thefy 
Outrageous Avarice and horrid Maſſacres : Therefore for a Nati- 
on Scituated like ours for Trade and Navigation, being by the 
Kingdom of 1rclan the neareſt Eaſtern Neighbour to that Weſtern 
World : To ht {till and look upon all this, without either Envy or 
Pitty, muſt I fay remain a laſting Mark of the inſenſibility of thoſe 
Times, and the little knowledge our Forefathers had of the true 
Intereſt of Mankind in generall, or of their own Country in par- 
ticular. 

Nor did we awake from this Lethargy and wonderfull Doſing 
by any prudent foreſight or form*d Councill and Deſign, But ſlept 
on untill the Ambitious Spaniard by that inexhauſtible Spring of 
Treaſure had Corrupted moſt of the Courts and Senates of Europe, 
and had ſer on Fire by Civil] Broyls and Diſcords all our Neigh- 
bour- Nations, or had ſubducd-them to his Yoak, Contriving too, 
to make Us wear his Chains, and bear a ſhare in the Triumph of 
Univerſall Monarchy, not only Projected, but near accompliſh't 
when Queen Elizabeth came to the Crown, as all Hiſtorians of thoſe 
times do plaizly make appear : And to the divided Intereſts 
of Phillip tlic Sccond, and Queen E!:zabeth in perſonall more than 
Nationall Concerns, we do owe that ſtart of hers in letting looſe 
upon him, and Encouraging thoſe daring adventurers Drake, Haw - 
kyns, Rawleigh, the Lord Clifford, and many other Braves that Age 
produced ; who by their Privatcering end bold unCertaking, like 
thoſe the Buccaneers practiſe, now open'd the way to our Diſcove- 
ries and Succecding Settlements in America ; which fincees it were 
by Chance, occaſion'd only by the Neceſſities of many, wrought up- 
on by the Example, Wiſdom, and Succeſs of ſome few particulars, 
without any form'd Defign, Help or Aſliſtance from our State- 
Councells, or Legiſlators, in leſs then one Century, hath Throve 
ſo well, that they are become the Example and Envy, and might be 
the Terrour of all our Neighbour Maritime Nations : And do un- 
doubtedly Maintain above half that vaſt quantity of Shipping we 
Employ in Forreign Tradc ; ſo that it can be from no other cauſe 
but want of Information that many of our Laws as well as Court- 
Maxims and Practices, run oppoſit to their Encouragement, Pro- 
tection, and Increaſe. 

The beginning of our American Settlements were made p the 
atter 
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latter end of Queen Elizabeths Reign, by the Encouragement of Sr. 
Walter Rowleigh, who undertook the Planting of Virgmia, and firik 
brought the uſe of Tobacco into England ; but that nor any otter 
Collony of ours in the Weſt-Inates did promiſe much Succefs either 
to the Nation or Undertakers, untill the Reign of King James the 
firſt, whoſe Peace with the Crown of Spain reſtrain'd thoſe bold 
Privatcers who before by Haraſing the Spaniſh Collonies and Ma- 
ſtring their Rich Ships of Plate, had become very Wealiny as well 
as Numerous: But much againſt the will ot moſt of them, but 
Principally of ſuch who had not ſufficiently made tacir-fortunes,. 
" this Peace oblig'd them to change the proſp. of their futureCon- 
duQ from Rapine and ſpoyl, to Trade and Pianting ; Sothart in a 
very ſhort time a conſider able Settlement was made inthe Northern 
parts of America, to the great Increaſe of good Shipping in the 
Kingdom - By this means a general] Notion of having enough pro- 
fitable Land in thoſe parts of the world for nothing, ſo infected 
the whole Kingdom, that not only the Neceſſttons and I] coſe part 
of the Nation flockt thither, but many Nen-conftor miſts did Soli- 
cite his Majeſty for lcave to make a Settlement together under pri- 
vileges and Liberties, both in Civil and Chnrch-Martters, by a 
Conſtitution of their own. This Combinition King Tames pru- 
dently conſented to, and Confirm'd by his Letters- Patents, wiſely 
forcſecing, that tho' a Species ofa Commonwealth was thereby 
introduc'd into his Dominions, yet the dependence thereof muſt be 
upon the Crown for prote&ion, and conſequently that part of his 
SubjeRs then call'd Puritans, would not be totally loſt to the Nati- 
on, as they muſt be if driven for ever to remain in Forreign Coun- 
tryes : Thus began that Numerous Collony of New-England, where 
under frugal] Laws, Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions, they live, with- 
out applying themſelves to Planting any 7ovacco or other Americar 
Commodities, except for their own private uſe. But by Tillage, 
Paſture, Fiſhing, Manufactures and Trade, they to all intents and 
purpoſes imitate old Exglard, and did formerly much, and in ſome 
Degree do now Supply the other Collonies with Provitiops in Ex- 
change for their Commodities, as Tobacco, Sygar, Ce. which they 
carried to Forreign Markets, how conveniently for the Naticns 
Intereſt 1 ſhall not determine, being no Enemy to any kind of ho- 


neſt Induſtry : But this cannot chuſe bur be allow'd, that if any 
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tands inthe [dies be virong: Employ 'd for Doweftick Intereſt, i: 
maft be thians, and thoſe other Colflonies, which ſettle with n» 
ather proſpect than the Jikz way of Living : Therefore if any. ſuch 
only ſhould b2 neglected and diſcourag'd who purſue a Mcthod, 
rivalls onr Native Kingdom, and threatens in tme a totall lade- 
pendeacy thereupon. 

Bu: as this cannat be ſaid of our Tobacco-Collonies, much 1:65 it 
is to be fear'd from our Sugar-Plantations, except by groſs mi- 
ftakes at home we at laſt force them to part with their black-Slaves 
to the Spaniards, and betake themſelves to the ſole Planting of Pro- 
viſions, and living up2n their Eſtates, which ſhould it liappen 
would be the greateſt blow to our Navigation, and conſequently 
to the Rents that the Kingdom ever received lince it was a Trad- 
ing Nation. 

This Digreſſion 1 hope may be pardon'd, ſince it Expliins a lit- 
tle the difference of our Nationali Intereſt in the ſeverall forts of 
Americaa Collonies. 

Nor would [ be ſuppoſed to be ſo Iznorant, to think, that no 
kind of Collonics can Empty, and conſequently Ruine the Nati- 
an : No, there is a naturall boundary to all worldly matters; and 
it becomes the Wiſedom of Legitlators truly to diſtinguiſh the de- 
pending and profitable, from the Dztacht and Undermining Col- 
lonies, and rightly apply Lenitives and Corrofives accordingly. 

To return therefore to thoſe within the Tropicks which are 
principally ſuppoſed by making Svgar; The beginning of their 
Settlement was without the leaſt proſpet of Succeeding in that 
Commodity, the Art of making which, 'as I aid before being by 
meer Accident gain*d in Barbados by a Ho#ander, ſomething more 
than halfa Century ſince : And as it was the happineſs of thoſe 
I9ands to learn it from a Dutchman, ſo the firſt'and main ſupport- 
ers of them in their progreſs to that perfection they are arrived 
to, exceeding all the Nations in the World, is principally owing 
to that Nation, who being eternall Prolers about, and Searchers . - 
for moderate Gains by Trade, did give credit to thoſe 1/anders as 
well as they did to the Portugalls in Braſile, for Black Slaves, and all 
other neceſſaries for planting, taking as their Crops throve, the 
Sugar they made : Thas with light but ſure Gains to themſelves, 
they nourifht the Induſtrious, and conſequently Improving Plan- 
ters, 
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ters, 1:1 before, 4nd daring the Civill Wars in theſe Iſlands: the 


Fame of vioſe good Fortune being ſpread at home, many Ingeni- 
ous G:ntl mon who had unfortunately follow'd the Royall Intereſt 
Convey the remains of their ſhipwrackt Fortunes thither : a 
mongſt which Collonell Henry Walidronas Father, with himfelf and 
other þ1s Relations of that Family, were not inconſiderabl: cither 
for Quility, Induſtry, or Parts; So that by theirs and many un- 
done Cavaliers who follow'4 their Example, new - Improvements 
and Experiments were dayly added to the Art of Planting, making 
and Refining Sugar, which were taken from them by the Durch 
till Sir George Askew with a Squadron cf Ships remov?d the Lord 
Willoughby of Parham from Governing there, for his ExilVd Majeſty 
Charles tie Second, and Reduced the liland to the” Srares 
Obedience: Soon after which the Dutch IWar hap'ning, ell farther 
Trade with that Nation ceaſt, by whoſe kelp they being thea 
ſtrong enough to ſublilt of themſelves, their future Dealing re- 
turn'd to its proper Center, which was Tracing with their na- 
tive Country ; ſince which time tht Ind which contains but 
Acres, and not more than five and twenty thou- 
ſand white Inbabitants, has produced in Commodi: ies above thirty 
Millions Srerling, has pay'd in Dnties to ſupport the Government 
at a modeſt Compuration, above + ofa Million which will ſeem 
incredible to thoſe that have not Employ'd thoughts on it. 

I have rather mentioned Collonel Heirry Walldroze for one In- 
ſtance of ſuch as our Civill War drove abroad, becauſe in his par- 
ticular Caſe and Sufferings, great inferences may be made for Ex- 
plaining the many Inaconveniences thoſe Collonies are now Subject 
to, as well 2s bzcauſe he has been one who did Endeavour to Obvi- 
ate the Miſchief attended the Act for additionall Duty upou Sugar, 


and was moſt Zealous in his Applications at Court for Relief to- 


his fellow-Planters, even whilſt he ſtruggl d under ſuch ſevere 
Oppreſlions of Power as might have reduc't to Deſpair the greateſt 


Courage : and to him and his continuall Endeavours for their bene- 
fit, all the Planters in the Indies owe their Thanks at leaſt, for he - 


not only made the Court ſenſible of the great Miſtake they lay un- 
der, both by the laying and unjuſt manner of ColleQing that Addi- 


tionall Duty which at leaſt will prove a caution to future Councells 
for their Condu in like Caſe, But was at great Labour and Charge 
Oo oo nr In. 
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in Conjun&ion with my ſelf and other Gentlemen, intelligent per- 
ſons in that Affair, to invent if poſlible a proper Remedy for their 
languiſhing Condition, which can never be but by ſome ſuch way 
as may furniſh them with ſufficient Money and Credit on their In- 
duſtry and Commodities, as may enable them to buy their neceſſa- 
ries at reaſonable Rates, and Sell their produce at a ſaving Price, 
neither of which it is poſſible for them to do at preſent. 

For tho*to do right to the Africans Company they have been won- 
derfully kinde in the Credit they have given the Plantations, and 
that rightly managed a Company is able to ſupply them with Ne- 
gro's Cheaper than a looſe Trade could, yet the Complaints the 
Company continually make of the Collonies bad pay, and the Com- 
plaints of the Collonies for being ill ſupplyed with Negro's, allow 
both true, it will be neceſſary to Enquire into the real] cauſe of 
both Inconveniencies before proper Remedies can be propoy'd. 

To ſtate the Caſe truly 'tis to be conſider'd that when the Com- 
pany was firſt Ere&ed, with Excluſion to all others for Trading 
in Gizea,the conſequence thereof was never foreſeen by the Plant- 
ers, for if it had, they could not have faiPd Complaining a- 
gainſt its Eſtabliſhment vpon the foundation of ſuch Privileges they 
now pretend to-; Nor could any invention in the world have ap- 
-pear'd a more pernicious Monopoly, than that would have been 
Judg'd to be upon a free Examination, before Cuſtome and Nece- 
flicy had reduc'd the Collonies to a Servile Dependence thereupon. 

For let be granted there was a kind of a Prudent neceſſity in the 
Government kere, to unite a Company for ſecuring the Gold and 
Tecth Trade in Guinea, and that it was in the power of the 
Crown to prohibit all others bur ſuch Compiny, to Trade, within 
the Limits aſſign'd them by their Charter ; Yet this did not at all 
reach the Plantations at firſt, nor did ſeem to prohibit them from 
buying Slaves at the beſt Market, as ſince it has been Interpreted : 
For with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments, the conſequence of that 
Interpretation ſeems to me to be an Inlet to all manner of Mo- 
nopolies. | 

For why ſhould not the Crown Þ7 the ſame Rule make a Com- 
pany who ſhould have only power to Trace thither in Iron-ware, 
and:another for Wine, the like for Mum, or any other Commodi- 
ty they want, as to. probibit brirvging thither Slaves. but for the 

Company's 
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Company*s Account, for the Caſe to all intents and purpoles 1s 
the ſame, for it 1s beyond all diſpute known, thar the Collonics un- 
der a free, Open, and Looſe Trade for Negros, did flouriſh and [n- 
creaſe before the Company was Erected. ny 

Ic 1s certain, that they could ſtill be ſupplied plencifully at © the 
price the Company makes them pay, OS 

It isas undeniable, that the Company doth not Snyply them with 
the fall Numhers they want, and could have, dil not the Comna- 
ny ſhut all doors to their Supply. 

And it cannot be denied, but in theſe few heads are included all 
the ſeveral Inconveniences ſo Complain*d of in a Monopoly. 

I. For hereby a looſe Tratle is turn'd into a Reſtrain'd, which 
leſſens the Numbers of Shipping that would Trade to Guinea. 

11. That comes dear to the Subject that might he Cheap. 

III And a uſefull Commodity to the Increaſe of \yc:lth is not 
to be had in a ſufficient quantity, | 

It is alledged that ſome part of the Trade of Gujzea conlidering 
who are our Rivalls in it, cannot be preſerved without Force, and 
that the Caſtle muſt be maintain'd, or that part of the Trade loſt, 
and that the Caſtle &«c. cannot be ſupported but with great Coſt, 
And that that charge falls extreamly heavy npon ſo ſmall 2 ſock as 
that of the African Company. 

'The conſequence of which premiſes 1s, They will always be neceſ- 
ſitated to keep up the price of Negro's 3 more than otherwiſe we 
need, (tho the Caſtles are not ſupported, or little or no ways uſe- 
full to the Vegro-Trade, they keeping no Forts, and feldom Factors 
at thoſe places where the Negro's are moſt bought at.) 

I confeſs a ſtrong Argument for the Company, but a ſowr one 
for the Collonies which ſeem hereby depriv'd of their. Birthright, 
The Liberty of the Subject, and their polleſſion which Contifted in 
a looſe Trade. 

The Premiſes conſidered, the Planters may therefore juſtly de- 
ſire that the National Intereſt in the Gmziea-Trade, The Forts, 
&c. may be equally ſupported by all the Nation, as our Navy's ne- 
ceſlary Forts and Garriſons at home are, and not fall ſolely on their 
Labour and Induftry : For the neceſſary ſupply of Negro's to the 
Collonies Annually ſhould not be leſs than Twenty thouſand pound, 


Therefore upon a fair Repreſentation of the Charge of the — 
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ſtle &c. it cannot bequeſtion*d but the Parliament will provide 
for their ſupport, if it appear a National [ntereſt, to preſerve the 
Collonies, and that Trade, as no doubt it is. 

But as I hinted bcfore, another cauſe of their ſelling dear is the 
bad Pay they Complain of in the Collonies, and it may not be with- 
out Cauſe that the Company complains : Not that the Collonies 
give occaſion for it, as matters now ſtand. 

For the Country not being able to get Negro's but at 3 too dear, 
and Negros" being the main prop of 2 Plantation, it neceſſÞrily fol- 
lows, the Planter muſt be neceſſitons, and thereby forc'd to ſell his 
produce Cheap, not being able thro” Poyerty to keep his Commo- 
dity by him untill it will yield a faving price. 

Thus the true caule of his Selling Cheap, is his buying Dear, 
and both together keep the Induſtrious Planter, who 1s not got a- 
forehand in his affairs allways indigent and in Debt to the Com- 
pany : This Debt being as they alledge near three hundred thou- 
jand pound, keeps the Companies ſtock, waich at firſt was not more 
than a hundred and ten thouſand allways out of their hands ; The 
_ntereſt of which, with the charge of the Caſtle, falling upon ſo 
narrow a ſtock as four hundred thouſand pouud. This riling at laſt 
upon the Plantations, makes their Burden grievons at preſent, and 
muſt art :aſt prove inſupportable, as the Debt Increaſes, for that, 
and their neceſlitics will keep p2ce together, except ſome ſpeedy 
Remedy be found for them both. | 

A'l this taken apart and duly conſider'd, it will appear probable 
to all thinking men, that the Plantations mnlt Spzedily be Ruin'd, 
and the Commodities ſo profitable to the Nation, fluctuate into 
the haaus of fome Neighbour-Collonizs, who do not ſtruggle un- 
der the like Inconveniences ; For: which time the French, Dutch, 
Danes, and many other Nations are at watch, and do at preſent 
Increaſe, proportionably to our diſcouragements : In this Diſmall 
Proſpect we mult let them ſtand uncill we come to conſider of pro» 
per Remedies for theſe and the following Inconveniences. 

Another Inconveniznce attends them, pracecds from the wrong 
Notion which has infected our Judges, as well as the leſs intel- 
ligent Gentry, that the Peopie which go thither are a Loſs to 
4he Nation. 

This, with tome other more Malicion:, but as weak Snggeſti- 
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ons, has occaſion'd ſevere and terrible Sentences about Exporting 
white Servants on pretence of Spiriting, ſo that many have been 
forc'd to ſend for thoſe who have beea Tranſporced thither to 
produce again before the Judges to acknowledge their voluntary 
Tranſportation. 

This Occaſions new Offices, new Fees, new Methods, for ſend- 
ing Servants thither, all which increaſes their price in the Tadies 
very conliderably, and falls as bad as a Tax on the: Induſtry of 
the Planter ; belides makes Servants fo ſcarce, that a univerſall 
Languiſhing of ſuch plantations as are growing happens thereby, 
and that want of white-Servants for term of years occations the 
Increaſe of wages to thoſe they are forc'd to Hire at great Rates to 
Supply that Defect - This Increaſe of wages is not only a new Bnr- 
dea upon the preſent Planters, hut leſſens their Numbers, many 
chooling rather to ſell their {nduftry and Labour, to ſupport them- 
ſclves under others, than begin plancing themſelves under ſich 
viſible JIacumbrances as dayly Increzfe upon that Employment. 

Thus ne Inconventency begets another to the Ruine of the pre- 
ſent, and diſcouragement of furm e Planting, which before I have 
done mult more and more appear as Nationul a concern as any our 
Council can be butted about. | 

[t is true, many of the firit comers, eſpeci Hy in Barbados are 

2t above the danger of Ruine by theſe and other following miſ- 
chief, that dayly muſ?, if not prevenicd, [acreafe upon all who are 
not in the like Circum.tance for Wealt!, and peradventure to 
ſ1ch the proſpect of this G-neral Decay promiſes a good return 
and recompence for all the Inconveniences they at preſent feel in 
the abatement of the value of their Plantations 

For ſome of them may perhaps conſider, that as the debts of the 
Collonics Increaſe to the African Company, the rnine of neceſlitous 
Planters muſt follow, as they tumble th2 quantity of Sngar pro- 
du-*J, muft diminiſh, and as that happens, the price mult riſe ; 
So that their own Plantations hein;; ſure to Rand, muſt likewiſe 
improve at lait, propariionibly to the General and National lofs 
bzies : Thatthcy are fire as Flantations, Veero's and Stock come 


to be ſeiz'd for dot, they wiil be fold for 1-65 chan their half value, 
and can be no Mcvs Money bat theirs who have it to ſpare ; Tha: 
this hath and doth Yayly happen, en1 mult murc and more, if n1 
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Remedy be found out, is ſo certain, that none Intelligent among 
the American Merchants and Factors but knows many fad Examples 
of that kind ;. So that if the price ſhould riſe by abatement of 
quantity, tho? convenient for ſome overgrown Planters and Weal- 
thy Merchants, does tend to nothing Icfs then the decay of Ship- 
ping, leſſening the Numbers of White People, and driving ther to 
the Dutch Plantations. 

Another great diſcouragement thoſe Collonics lye under, is the 
\rbitrary Power and practices of their Governours there, and the 
Court at home, which ſome have to their nndoing felt and all are 
liable to. 

_ . I will inſtance in the Caſe of ſome few, that the Reader may the 
better Judge of the Condition of them all. 

In the year 166g. Coll. ſince Sir Henry Morgan commonly cal- 
led Panama Morgan, for his Glorious undertaking and Conqueſt of 
the Spaniards of that place, by fewer then Twelve hundred Men, 
without either Horſe or Pikemen to oppoſe in fair fight above Six 
Thouſand Foot, and Five hundred Horſe, which he did and after- 
wards took and kanſackt a Town, that had baffled, when not half 
ſo ſtrong the famous Sir Francs Drake who attaqu'd it with Four 
Thouſand. This Man as great an Honour to our Nation and ter- 
rour to the Spaniards as ever was born in it, Notwithſtanding he 
had done nothing but by Commiſſion of the Governour and Coun» 
cill of Famaica, and had received their Formal and Publick thanks 
for the Action, was upen a Letter from the Secretary of State ſent 
into England a Priloner,and without being Charged with any Crime, 
or ever brought to a Hearing, he. was kept here at his own great 
Expence above T hree year, not only to tle waſting of ſome thou- 
ſands he was then worth, and bringing him into great debts, but 
to the hinderance of his Planting, and Improvement of his Fortune 
by his Induſtry, towards which none in that place was in a fairer 
way 3 $0 that under thoſe difhculties, and the perpetual Malice of 
a prevailing Court-Fattion, he waſted the remaining part of his 
= oppreſt not only by thoſe but by a lingring Conſumption, the 


coldneſs of this Climate and his vexations had brought him into, 


when he was forced to ſtay here. 
Another remarkable Example of the like Inconveniencies they 
have been and are liable to is, that of the beforementioned Colonel 
Wallrond, 
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Wallronda, who upon a bare ſuggeſtion againſt him made by aMan 
fairly tryed before a Court of Oyer and Terminer, wherein tie" was 
but one, tho? the firſt CommiſGon, was Commanded from Barba- 
os kither, where he has been detain'd above three Years, And at 
laſt upon a full Tryal at an Aſſizes in the Countrey where his Ad- 
verſary was powerfull, and himſelf utterly a Stranger,there was gi- 
ven aginſt him but zo! damrage, and that for no other reaſon, 
but that the Court-Judge was pleaſed to over-rule this Plea :—« 
Whereby ſuch a Diſorder, Ruine, and Diſtration of his Wife, 
Children, Family, Plantation and Eſtate, has hapned to him, thae 
as the Calamity is not to be expreſt, .and for ſome reſpeQs is not 
fit to be related, fo it could never kave been ſupported by any Man 
but one of an Extraordinary Fortitude and Underſtanding, which 
he has Demonſtrated by his con{tant Endeavours under his unjuft 
Oppreſſions to ſerve the Publick Int'reſt of thoſe Colkbnies, and 
rightly to repreſent their ſad Condition at Court, eſpecially that 
of Barbados, who was ſo kind and jult ro him at his coming thence, 
as by the repreſentative bedy of that Iſland, together with his Ma- 
jeſties Governour and Council, to make a preſent unco him of Five 
hundred pound Sterling in acknowledgment of his good Service he 
had done that Country, together with a publick Declaration of his 
juſt proceedings in that Court of Oyer and Terminer, and eſpecially 
in this Caſe, he was brought over upon ; And this I muſt further 
obſerve to the Reader, that it was not the leaſt Crime of State was 
ſo much as alledg'd againſt him, for baniſhing him from Barbados 


into Ergland, but meerly private Malice ſupported by the Partiall 


Tyranny of ſome great Men occaſioned all his ſufferings. 

I ſhall not mention the Numerous Examples of Mcn have been 
thus ſent from their Habitation and Induſtry in thoſe parts, but 
ſhall content my ſelf with theſe two' notorious Inſtances of the hard 
Caſe thoſe well-Employ'd Members of the Nation are in, For any 
man who would think it-deſtructive to Liberty and Property to 
be baniſht into Barbados, Jamaica, or any other Collony from Eng- 
tand, muſt believe it isas great an Oppreſlion to be kept from thence 
againſt bis will, when all his Fortune and Eſtare nor only hes there, 
but for want of his own manigement 15 Ilble to infinite more Ca- 
ſualties and loſs than any Eſtate in Englard can be. WR 

Another Incoaveniency attends the Collonies, is, their being w. 
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ced to bring their Commodities firſt into Ergland before they can 
carry it toany Forreign Market, which would appear upon a true 
Examination, not the lealt advantage to the Nation, but a great 
I»fs, as I ſhall demonſtrate when | come to propoſe proper Reme- 
dies for theſe and many other Inconveniences the Collonies at pre- 
ſent ſtruggle under, which might be remov'4 with greater Profit 
both to the Crown and Kingdom than to them. 

Thus in ſhort ir appears, that Buying the neceſſary matters for 
beginning and Supporting a Plantation 3 dearer then might in a 
right method be afforded them, 18 one great Diſcouraging to Plan- 
ting. 
k Second is, that ſome of them being neceſlitous, they are all for- 
ced to ſell their produce much cheaper than they can under that Bur- 
den,afford them. 

A third for want of a ſufficient ſtock or Credit they are not able 
to Meliorate their Sugars to a degree fit for Conſumption, whereby 
fo beneficiall an Art is thrown away upon our #amburgh and Hol- 
land-Neighbonrs, to the mighty Increaſe of their Wealth and Na- 
vigation, by our Neglect as well as [nconvenient Cuſtoms and Laws. 

A Fourth, by being S$ubje&t to the Inconveniency .of. Complaints, 
Snit*, and Removals into England tor matters ſufficiently Cogniza- 
ble in thoſe parts; To all which I ſhall only add to this Setiontwo 
more. 

The firſt, a want of a trne Method for preſerving the Eſtates and 
Plantations of deceaſed Perſons for the uſe of theirRelations orCre- 
ditors in England, 

And Laſtly, by the great quantity of Commodities are ſent out 
of the Leeward Carribee Iflands, and fold tothe Dutch at low pri- 
ces, for private Lucre, for thoſe people ſaving all the Duty as well 
of the 4 5 per Cent. there, as the Cuſtoms in E»gland, and, having 
Goods in Barter for them directly from Z79l{and, can afford their 
Sugar much Cheaper than their Neighbours ; ſo that there goes out 
of that back door for Holland under the name St. Euſtace Sugar, a- 
bove a Thouſand and Five hundred Hogſheads of Muſcovado $u- 
gar, which refined with great advantage to that Nation in Holland 
keeps the Market Low in all Forreign parts ; The proper Reme- 
dies for all which Inconveniences 1 ſhall ſtrive to propoſe in my 
next Chapter. 
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Y what has becn ſaid before, I will take it for granted, 
that the Reader Ciſcerns clearly how much to the advan- 
tage of the Nation all thoſe hands ate Emp!loy'd which 
go to our American Collonies, and principally ſuck as 

Tranſport themſelves 2nd Servants to the Sxgir-Plantaiions, ©s 
likewiſe how many inconvenient diſcouragements they at preſent 
Struggle. : 

T he firſt Remedy to which Inconveniences that I ſhall preſume 
to Propoſe, is what we molt certainly are very defeQive in for the 
greateſt Concern of the ® ation, which is for all ſorts of Trade, I 
mean an Able Dilligent, Impartiall, and conſtant Sitting Councel! 
of Trade, where all ſorts of Propolitions concerning it might free- 
ly be Debated, and thoroughly Examined before they come into 
the Parliament or Councell, for ſuch a conſtitution would be an in- 
fallible Touch-ſtone to try the intrinſick Valne of all Notions, and 
Projects, that mankinde can Invent, cither for the generall good 
or particular advantage : It being allmoſt impoſſible for the Privy- 
Councel] or Commitrees of Parliament in the methods they proceed 
by, ever to Inform themſelves rightly of any one Diffigult matter 
comes before them. 

For let but a Thinking-man any ways verſt in Trade but reflect, 
how many interferring Accidents there is belongs to that myſtery, 
and how many various ſhapes every Branch of it has taken before it 
arriv'd to perfetion, and they will conclude it impoſſible for No- 


blemen and Gentlemen by ſhort Debates partially Manag'd,as they | 


are uſually deforethem, ever to arrive'to a perfc& Underſtanding 
of the 1natters in queſtion, for want of which, their judgements 
are abus'd by Clamour, Importunity, Prejudice, Partiallity, or 
ſome other prevailing Byas, and ſeldom or never, if the matter 


be of Importance enough to require Debating, ever come to a right 
Deciſion? 
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Deciſion, whereby at laſt the Secretary or Clerk to ſuch a Board 
becomes the only Oracle to it, and as he feels the Cauſe heavy or 
light, Weakly or PotentlyBackt, can read its Deſtiny before One 
Argument is heard, concerning the matter in Iſſue, be it of never 
ſo conſiderable Conſequence. 

That this is true,all men who have ever been concern'd to attend 
thoſe kind of Aſſemblies, can infallibly witneſs; but withall one 
wonld wonder that a Nation ſo concern'd for their Intereſt as 
Ours, wherein there are few men, will make a Step in any Conſi- 
derable Dealing, without the advice of ſome Councell Learned in 
the Point : That the Government of it which ſhould conſiſt of the 
wiſeſt of them, ſhonld take upon them to alter and change the ſhape 
of the greateſt concerns of the whole, without the Impartiall Ad- 
vice of ſome continually Active and Solicitous in the Miſtery of it; 

3ut this being ſo, it 1s no wonder Our Laws and Councell-Book- 
Orders are ſooften forc'd to be chang'd, for being in dire& Op- 
poſition to a Nationall Intereſt ; [Therefore as the firſt great Reme- 
dy to the Grievances attend Our Collonies, I do Propoſe that a 
Conncell of Trade may by Act of Parliament be Eftabliſh't to con» 
liſt of a Preſident, Vice-Pretident, and ſome convenieut number 
of Members who may continually be fitting to Hear, Debate, and 
Examine all fort of Propoſalls and Difficulties that ariſe about 
Trade; and that they may have ſuch Sallaries out of the publick 
Purſe as may_ make the Bulineſs worth wiſe mens attendance ; that 
no Propoſall whatever ſhould there be refus'd to receive a Debate 
and two or three hearings, or more, as the matter Imports, that 
nothing ſhould be diſmiſt with a refuſall, but with the Reaſons the 
Councell had for doing it, Anncxt to the Propoſall : That no Judg- 
ment of theirs ſhonld be Finall or Concluding, but ſubje&t to re- 
view either there at the Privy-Councell or Parliament, when an- 
ſwers were in Writing made and Exhibited againſt ſuch Reaſons: 
And that nothing ſhould be advanc'd either in Parliament 
or Privy-Councell that concern'd the Plantations, Forreigh-Nego- 
tiation, Manufa@ares, Trade or Patents for new Inventions, which 
had not heen weigh'd and examined if not approv' of in mature 
1-bares at that Councell when Eftablifht. 

If fuch 2 Board as this wasErected under members of large Genjuss 
1nd,proper Rules, it would five me and every other Man cen- 
e cern'd 
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cern'd for the publick,the pains I and they take in writing on theſe 
ſort of Theams ; and the Memoirs, Debates, and Reſolutions of 
that ſo neceflary Alſembly would be the undoubed Rules for gnid- 
ing all Commerce, as well as |xying on of proper Impoſitions up- 
on Trade: But for want of ſuci a Court to have recourſe to; I am 
forced to Appeal to all mankind, by a more troubleſome and tedi- 
ous as well as leſs Significant Method, which is writing a Book, 
which ma3y if not lead to a Remedy for the Plantations, at leaſt 
ſhew I delign's nothing elſe when 1 enter*d into the Undertaking 1 
formerly mentioned. 7 

To haſten therefore to my deſired End, I would propoſe as one 
effectuall way to help the Plantations, that a ſufficient Fund of mo- 
ney might be lodg' there, to which as to an infallible Bank every 
Planter might have recourſe, for credit, proportionable to the re- 
all value of any he has to give in Security, be it Land, Stock or 
Goods ; Now that the want of a Stock of Money ia the Plantations 
is a great hindrance to their Increaſe, is plain from the great Debt 
due from them to the African Company, which as it Increates does 
more and more make the Company incap«ble of tending them Suffi- 
cient Numbers of Negro's, at an equall and Moderate price, as it 
docs them to pay for them when they arrive : But was there a ſuffi- 
cient Bank upon the Place to wiich every Man at the Common 
Intereſt of the place might have recourſe, That Grievance would 
naturally End, and a Plantation like all Increating things would 
thrive by having it's proper nouriſhment, Money. 

But it is Objected,that the legall Int reſt of the Collontes is ſo high, 
that it gives Sufficient Encouragement to monied men to lend theiy 
Money there, without a Joynt' ſtock or great Fund to be provided, 
and ſent thither only for that purpoſe : Bur Experience as well as 
rig!1t reaſon Evince the Contrary, for we ſee and the African Com- 
pany ſufciently find, that money and Credit are the things moſt 
wanted there, notwithſtanding the heighth of Intereſt: For tho? 
a man that has three or four thouſand pound to put out, would be 
glad to have ten Per Cent. rather than five for it if it were equally 
legall and ſecure, yet will he not think it worth while to leave his 
Native Country Friends and Cuſtomary Recreations, to follow 
extraordinary five Per Cent : to the Barbados: Or if he did, would 


there lend it at Intereſt, but would as others do, endeavour to em- 
ploy 
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- ploy it in more profitable Ways : And to ſend it thither, or to - 
ny other Collony, without going himſelf, is too hazzardous for 
any prudent man to venture : Eut if a ſufficient Joynt-Stock was 
United under proper Rules and Priviledges, for the Uſe of all the 
Plantations, there is no doubt but the bare Encouragement of that 
Extraordinary Intereit would ſufficiently invite Money'd men in- 
to the Society z when without the leaſt perſonall Care or poſlibili- 
ty of hazzard their Buſineſs, muft of neceſſity be rightly Negoti- 
ated by thoſe proper Methods all Companies conſtantly take for 
the Common Intereſt of the Society : And as nothing could be of 
more advantage to the-Collonies, than a ſufficient Credit for eve- 
ry man that had a ſtock to have recourſe to, ſo nothing could be 
more neceſlary for the publick to do for them than to Unite ſuch 
a ſtock for their Uſe, which was one and the main Branches of the 
Undertaking, and would have anſwered the End of their wants, 
which is to Buy what they want for ready ,money, at reaſonable 
R-t-s, which now all men know the needy Planter can no ways do. 

To Compaſs the Second End, which is to enable the. Planter to 
ſell his Commodity at a full ſaving price, a Common FaRtory is ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary ; For whileſt tlicteare both poor and Rich men 
in the World, their [ntcreſts in divided Dealing muſt of neceſſity 
Claſh? The poor man mult {|| his Commodity at the price his 
preſſing Occahons force him to comply with, and the Rich man 
muſt at laſt come to the ſame price, or never cl] at all, when per- 
haps the Conſumption of the Commodity cealt in, would not be a 
jor more or leſs for twenty Per Cent, difterence in the price : that 
this is the Caſe in Sugar, Tobacco, and ſome other Plantation-Com- 
modities is certain, fo that nothing places the Duty laid by Parli- 
ment on thoſe things to be born by the Planter, but the neceſlitons 
Seller, who muſt take the firſt Chapmans money; Or the neceſ- 
fitous Factor which is all one : That this is plain they will all Con- 
feſs that Oppoſed a Common-Tactory,S01 ſhall Expoſe all that Mi- 
ſtcry, aiming,.more to do the Buſineſs, and Jultify my. own Can- 
dour; than to anger any man Concern'd either for his reputation 
or P* ofir. 

\\hor. fore let it ſuffice on this head, to ſay, That a Common 
Fictory if- practicable and made equal}, would keep up a full ſa- 
Ving pricein any Commodity whatever, as well as Sugar and al- 
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fo would. place any Duty the:Parliament- could invent: on the con. 
ſumptioner, and not on the Maker or Dealer in it : And that the 
common-FaQtory intended was practicably and equally deſigned, 
will to every diſintereſted man appear, who will but examine the 
Draughts prepared to be offer'd. to the Aſſemblies of the ſeverall 
Collonies, -to whoſe Approbation or Diſlike they were abſolutely 
to be ſubmitted, before any Joynt-Stock could have been United 
for their ſervice : Nay, I dare further affirm, that no able or con:- 
ſiderable FaQtor but muſt have found his Account by Employment 
in the Common-FaQtory, equall -to his buſineſs in his, particular 
Dealing, fince all the perſans to be employ*d. therein were allways 
to be nominated by the ſeverall Collonies,and to have been account- 
able only to the Planters for their Produce. 

But leaving that matter at preſent, .[ do affirm, that -nothing 


can ever keep up the Juſt price of Sugars and other Weft- India Com- 


modities, like an equall Common-Fattory, and that well ſettled 
would ſecure the Planter againſt all Accidents of new-[mpoſitions, 
let them be what they wonld, provided it.is pay'd back upon Ex- 
portation, and a Proportionable advance were plac'd on the.ſame 
Commodities coming from Foreign parts ; by which as an equall 
Standard, the Parliament too would ſecure the > ation fram being 
Impos'd upon by any exceſlive Price. | | 
Another mighty benefit both to the.King, Planter, and Mer- 
chant, would accrew by a Common-FaQtory, if the Cuſtomes an{ 
Impoſitions on their Commodities were reduced to a Commutation 
of ſo much Fer Cent., upon Sales as was proportionable to them, 


for hereby the Importer would not be burden'd with paying down 


and riſqueing his Duty in truſting his Chapman,nor could the King 
looſe the leaſt part of what, was Due to him, which conveniences 
were provided for by another Branch of the {aid Undertaking. 
But to paſs again from that, I ſay, nothing can enable.the Plan- 
ters to buy neceſſaries Cheap, like a ſufficient Bank of Credit, nor 
nothing keeps up the Price of the Commodity as Plantations [n- 


. creaſe like a Common FaCtory. 


In the next place, to Remedy anather .Inconveniency attends 


thoſe Plantations, which is, being forced to bring their produce 


firſt into England, before they can ſend it to Forreign Markets. 


But if they had the Priviledge to carry thoſe -Cominodities di- 
H rectly 


« 
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rely abroad which were fully Meliorated, free from. payihg any 
Duty or Cuſtome, and Syperflyons 'to our own Conſumption, the 
Crown which is the great End of the conſtraint conld fot in the 
leaſt Suffer, & we with Profic' might gain all Forreign. Markets, & 
fet the price of thoſeCommodities abroad which we: cannot ndw do, 
being liable to greater charge by longer Voyages, Double. Riſqiies, 
and the expence of Time and L:abour,. in Loading and Uriloading 
ſuch Goods, which was alſo provided for. in another Branch of 
the ſaid utiidertaking. 

To 'prevent the Iacroachment and miſtepreſentations of Gover- 
nours and malicious Men'#gainſt the Induſtrjons Planter, Merchant 
and Inhabitants of thoſe Collonies, ltinetate Judges might be ſent 
Annually,fully Impower'd to Inſpect, examine, and repreſent mat- 
ters to the Privy-Councel at their Returiz ;- & finally ro determine 
any appeals from the Sypream Covrts and Copncells there : to con- 
ſtitute which JarisdiQtion it might be neceſſary, that three or more 
of the Metmbtrs of rile 'Councell of Trade, tiaving not the. leaſt 
private Intereſt or dealing in thoſe' Collonites, might be ſent our, 
attended by a Regifter or Clerk of that grand aſlize with a man of 
War, firft to tonch at Barbadosenext at the Leward Iſlands, nextar 
Jamaica, then at Carolina, So on thro Virginia, Mary: lant, Peaſyl- 
vania, New-York, and New-England, and 'fo from thence home. 
The Major part of. em to be Parramount in all Civill caſesto all 
Governouts, wherever they refided, that immediately on their ar- 
rivall the Aſſemblies ſhould meet and Sir, by whom they. might 
receive a fall acconnt of the Wants, DefeCts and Requelts of each 
Place, .asalfo Examine the ſeverall Adwfiiniftrations of 'Goods be- 

tlonging to perſons in' Engtand by the Detth'of Relatipns;' and any 
other matters, migttt prevent-[njuſtice'or the nereſſity of fetching 
perſons thence from their Families or Buſineſs on any Complaims 
in Englard, that thev might be obliged to h:14 a fort of a Term 
for three 'weeks' before ſetting Out to receive Oaths of Witneſles 
to be uſed in Evidentes there, as alfo pretences to Eſtates of per- 
ſons Deceaſed, and Controverſies about Bills of Exchange, or a- 
ny other matters which occaſion Delay now, and diſcourages Deal- 
ing in thoſe parts; That none of thoſe Judges ſhould go two years 
Succeſlively together, but thara Rotation of that Employment as 
near as may be, ſhould be appyinted '-amongſt-the members which 

. Compoſed 


i 
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Compoſed the Councell of Trade; That they ſhould have ſuffici- 
ent Salleries for their Trouble, and not be ſuffered to receiveany 
other Fee, © Preſent, or Reward, beſides Meat and Drink, what- 


ever an Infinite number of Conveniencies might ariſe- to thoſe 


Plantations by ſuch a laſt Reſort : The manner as well as the full 
Jurisdition 1 will omit, being neceſſary ro be more enlarged up- 
on, than [ am willing in the ſhort Method I have propoſed to 
my ſelf. 

In the next place, I cannot chnſe but think that the Judges afcer 
ſach a Court was Eſtabliſhr, might omit tiking Cognizance of thoſe 
Malicious and troubleſome, rather then necellary Complaints, a- 
bout carrying People to the Indies, any man concern being there 
up5n tae- place able to make his complaint, and receive full dama- 
ges for any abuſe put upon him for an unvoluntary Tranſportation 
or Non performance of the Coarradt made with them : This would 
ope:t the Gap to many Peoples going thither,than which I have pro- 
ved nothing can be of more advantage to the Commonwealth, fo 
that by ſaving man; troubleſome Fees, and other Dangers, in ſend- 
ins Whire-Servants, they might be had much cheaper by the Plan- 
ter ta his great Enconragement. 

In the nexc place, begging pardon of the Af»;can Company, if 
I err, 1 cannot fee an honeſt Reaſon why the Flanters. ſhould nor 
be at full Liberty to buy Blacks. at the beſt Market they can, tne act 
of Navigation preſerved z For is their Patent alone a ſufficient Ju- 
ſtification to-ſo. perfect and miſchievons a 'Monopoly as that Inhi- 
bition they .pretend,t9 ſeems to be ? For'tho' they may give many 
Reaſvas to: Warrant that United Srock and Sole Trading In Game 
tothem, yet:I cannot ſee that.can kinder Black-Slaves to be brought 
to.the Pia 'tations'by any Eng! Ship from any other place : But 
this 1 am fore of, that lince tiiey may be had by private Mercuants 
3 che2peg chan the Company, wilt afford them, tiky ought to. be 
aL aborty FO NAVE them rice the Nati} is ten ti;nes more gainer 
bt VE af the Blacks ph the Conpany-is by chietr Price, and 
3 Mate, of. Blacks Employ;d in Planting, which waonld follow, 1 
they Werg 5 CYSAPRT, which would alſo cnible them to fell the 
produce of ne {ppriestg the per, by ve act -megans They would 
4 41619071 nz, 00iet FO Collntess aadiin time we may 
by cheap ſelling woot ry hd Frade of Sucar into our Hands, 
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whicit nut be ſuctra Nationabprofit by this, and our Former Coms 
ſutations, that no Arzumenton the other tide for the Companies 
hate eit, can in the Jealt Ballance.c: Beſides. if ir ſhould be altow'd, 
that the £ompany furniſhes tle Sugar Collonier with more than 
they are well payd for, at the Price they tike yet they do nat 
bring them in all % ſo many as they could Employ, and do farnith 
the Tobacco Plantations with none at all (except wharare firſt 1- 
gree'd for in Exglard, and the.1 the Merchant prys Exrravagant! 7, 
and the Ptanter muiſta:lvance,tor the Merchants Encouragement, i9 
muſt pay a double profir, ) who would if they had them at a mo- 
derate price quickly double their Numb2rs to a mighty Increaſe 
of Shipping and Nationall Wealth 3 Thus the prohibition and to- 
tall Ingroſſing the Trade of Blacks by the Company, does ſeverail 
ways infiaitely. prejudice the Plantations and induſtrious Planters 
ia them; as well as prejudice the Publick ;. But if the preſervation 
of- the Guizea- Trade be of ſuch advantage to the Kingdom, that 
the Caſtles muſt be maintain'd, it is þ2t reaſonable thoſe publick 
things ſhould fall equally- on the publick and not be made ſo many 
ways inconvenient tothe moſt uſcfull part of it, which is the Indu- 
ſtrious Planter of America: 

' If it ſhould be found neceſſary-to Support the African Company 


for the good of the Gainea Trade, at the ſame time no doubt but 


that ſuch care will be taken of.the Collonies, that they ſhall be bet- 
rer and cheaper ſupply'd than they have bzen yet, Therefore with 
Submiſſion to the better Underſtandings of others among the ma- 
ny ways that may be thought convenient, I do humbly propoſe, 
that any Planters may have them Delivered by Lots at a Moderate 
Price-in the Collonies, or that any Planter or Merchant giving good: 
Security for the Payment of their Money in England at a certain 
time, may have: Negro*: at a certain Moderate profit to: the Af ri- 
can-Company, put on board their Ship at Gxinea, or may have goods 
of the African Company at a reaſonable profit to- be pay'd in Eng- 
iand at the return of the Ship ; Or that they may have liberty to go 


and Trade thither, paying a moderate Sum Per Cent. for. leave to 
carry their own Goods: For it is to be underſtood, that whatſo- 
ever Burthen is put upon the Negrs Trade, the Planter. pays it, and' 
it-will fo much leſſen the Iacreaſe of the Plantations. 


And ſince by:no diſcerging perſon. it can be denied but mu the 
« Saf 
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Sugar and Tobacco-Colloniet are of very great advantage to England, 


It 18 not to be queſtion'd but that vur Legiſlators will think it worth 


their while to Methodize that Commerce to the beſt advantage, and 
to ſuffer no hardſhip to be put upon the Planter, that they may be 
enabled to ſell their Commodiries in Forreign Markets, with the 
benefit of which to England will bg quickly ſeen, and in a few years 
(is eaſily to be demonſtrated ) that they will bear out all Nations 
that pretends to produce the like Commodities z and then a mode- 
rate Duty may be laid on their produtt for the Forreigners to pa'7, 
which will make Forreigners help to ſupport the Charge of the Na- 
tion, and no way hurtfull rothe Planter ; by what has been faid 
for the Sugar and Tobacco-Collonies, may be ſaid for all Collozies th t 
produces the Commodities of Forreign Nations,as Silk, Wines, Oyls, 
&c, and any other number of men that will engage to Plant and 


produce in ſuch a Term of Years ſuch a quantity 'of Commodities - 


That are Forregn Commodinies, and not already produc'd in our Collo- 
mes, onght to be encouraged by this Nation : For no ]rade can be 
fo advantageous to this Nation, for the Increafing of Navigation, 
and the Conſuming of our Wollen-Manufa&ure, and indeed every 
thing that is made or uſed in England, as Collonies, for they being 
Engliſh, and having all their commerce from England, will always 
be initiating the Cuſtomes, and Faſhions of England, both as to Ap- 

arel], houſhold-Furniture, Eating and Drinking, &c. For it is 
1mpoſlible for them to forget from whence they come, or ever be 
at reſt (after they have arrived to a Ptentifull Eſtate) untill they 
ſettle their Families in England, by which means their Induftry, 
time and Labour is to be ſpent for the Inriching the Englsſb Nation: 
Further I ſhall not inlarge, but leave what I have faid to the Judge- 
ment of every Judicious Reader, to amend wherein 1 may be de- 


fetive. 


FINTIS. 
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